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arnoustie, where the

Open Championship

returns from July

19 to 22, has no

exclusive golf club

rich in history like

the Royal & Ancient

(St Andrews) or Honourable Company

of Edinburgh Golfers (Muirield). It’s a

municipal links in a commuter town with

a railway station on the main line between

Dundee and Aberdeen. Many spectators

will arrive by train.And Carnoustie

is again expected to have the smallest

attendance of any Open venue.

Yet Carnoustie is the most interesting

and challenging of the links which form

the modern Open rota. Part of that

attraction lies in the history of its Opens,

and the rarity of those occasions. Only

seven, just four in the last 50 years. It was

removed from the rota for 24 years before

returning in 1999 once a hotel had been

built on site.A ierce examination of a

golfer’s skills and patience, it is a links

where golfers are more prone to incurring

disasters than any other.

Carnoustie’s last Open was 2007, and

the leaderboard shows a diferent cast of

golfers from the modern generation. Of

the current top 50 on theWorld Ranking,

just eight were at Carnoustie when Padraig

Harrington became the irst Irish winner

in 60 years, beating Sergio Garcia in a

playof. Rory McIlroy made his Open

debut as an amateur, and a irst round 68

created headlines. He claimed the silver

medal, although he was T-42 on a total of

289.

That was the winning score in the 1968

Open at Carnoustie, and this year marks

the 50th anniversary of what many regard

as Gary Player’s inest major triumph after

going head-to-head with Jack Nicklaus in

the inal round. (See page 60 for photos.) The

1968 Open is not celebrated as much as it

should be, possibly because the real winner

that year might have been Carnoustie itself.

It’s where its reputation grew as a mean
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beast, a place where even the world’s best had 

to grind out pars.

In 1968 Nicklaus was the very best, having 

a sequence of 10 top-5s in 12 majors. Yet 

over 72 holes at Carnoustie he failed to 

birdie a single par 3 or par 4. He had i ve 

birdies and two eagles on what was then the 

longest course in major history. At 7 252 

yards (6 631 metres) it was only 150 yards 

shorter than it will be played this year. Only 

Billy Casper and Nicklaus broke 70, once 

each, over the four days.

Casper, a two-time US Open champion, 

was playing in his i rst Open at age 37. Few 

Americans then made the voyage across the 

Atlantic. With a i rst prize of £3 000, 20 

percent of what was being of ered on the 

PGA Tour, it was not popular.

Carnoustie was the i fth of Player’s nine 

majors, and he trailed most of the way; i ve 

behind Casper after two rounds, then a 71 

saw him narrow the lead to two. He was 

third entering the i nal round, paired with 

Nicklaus two behind him. Playing in a strong 

wind that i nal Saturday (this was long before 

the Open moved to a Sunday i nish), Player 

took the lead with a level par front nine. 

But bogeys at 10 and 13 saw him step on to 

the tee of the par-5 14th hole tied for the 

lead with Casper and New Zealander Bob 

Charles. Nicklaus was two back. Known as 

the “Spectacles” because of two large bunkers 

set in a ridge fronting the green, the hole 

proved pivotal.

With Nicklaus already on the green 

for two, Player crushed a 3-wood over 

the bunkers directly at the l ag. “I had to 

lean sideways to see the top of the l ag,” 

he recalled. The ball ran up to the pin 

for a tap-in eagle. Casper later made a six 

there. Player’s 73 saw him win by two from 

Nicklaus and Charles, with Casper fourth 

after a closing 78.

By Stuart McLean, Editor
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SOLID AND FAR 
MADE SIMPLE

hear a lot of people say to shift all 
your weight away from the target 
when you take the club back and 
then shift it back to your front 
side on the way through. I’m sure 

that works for some, but my swing 
doesn’t have a lot of lateral movement. 
Mine’s more about rotation. I think 
it’s because I grew up playing baseball, 
where you start your swing with your 
weight already on the back foot and 
then you just step and turn, getting the 
bat to move its fastest as it strikes the ball. 
I took what I learned in baseball and 
applied it to my golf swing. 

The benei t, I’ve found, is that it 
makes it easier to i nd the sweet spot on 
the clubface and create ef ortless power. 
If you tend to sway too much and/or 
swing too hard, you’ve got to rely on 
really good timing to have the same 
consistency. So if you’re struggling to 
hit it solid and far, try copying the way 
I swing. Here I’m going to walk you 
through how I do it. 
—with Keely levins
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Play Your Best |DRIVING

address and backswing

STAY CENTRED

At address my weight is pretty neutral, mean-

ing equally supported by both feet. Still, I like 

to be aware of the weight on the inside of my 

right foot. When I sense it there, I know I can 

swing back and create some leverage for the 

hit. Essentially, I’m loading my weight before 

I start swinging. But as I take the club back, 

my body doesn’t drit  off  the ball the way you 

see it move for a lot of golfers. My weight stays 

pretty centred (let ). I’m rotating instead of mov-

ing laterally. It feels like my upper body is twist-

ing away from the target while my lower body 

braces against it. When you try this, you’ll feel 

a lot of torque building in your core muscles. 

That’s good. You’ll need to release that tension 

when you swing down. That’s what creates the 

power you need to hit it further.
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Where’s the whoosh in your swing?
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downswing and follow-through

LET SPEED BUILD

The mistake I see amateurs make is trying to 

generate as much speed as they can with their 

hands. If you hit it worse when you’re swinging 

your hardest, this is probably the reason. 

Instead, let the speed gather so the clubhead is 

at its fastest as it strikes the ball – that’s how 

you get eff ortless power. If you think of your 

swing as moving along a clock face, you want 

it at its quickest from 7 o’clock to 4 o’clock. To 

get a feel for this, hold your club upside down 

and swing it trying to make that whoosh sound 

loudest when the grip end is closest to the 

ground. This will teach you what it feels like to 

put your energy in that 7-to-4 zone. Now fl ip the 

club around and re-create that same feeling – and 

speed – when you hit shots. You might be sur-

prised how much power you can generate without 

having to sway off  the ball or swing like a maniac.

Gerina Piller, a three-time member of the 

US Solheim Cup team, had a fairway accuracy 

of 75.6 percent on the LPGA Tour in 2017.



you’re one click away from great golf instruction

▶ I’m excited to be a part of Golf Digest All Access, a terrific new video-instruction hub where

you’ll find many of the game’s best teachers offering in-depth advice on how to play better

golf. My series, “The David Leadbetter Essentials,” walks you through the most important

aspects of swinging a golf club effectively. Like the other series found on All Access, it’s the

type of comprehensive instruction you used to get only if you saw the teachers in person.

Not anymore. If you’re ready to play better, go to golfdigest.com/allaccess.

f you’re regularly popping up tee

shots or the ball isn’t rolling very far

once it lands in the fairway, you’re

hitting down on the ball too much.

That’s okay for an iron shot of the

turf, but not if you’re swinging a driver.

A telltale sign your downswing is too

steep is if you’re constantly breaking tees

in half like you’re splitting irewood.

If you want to maximise distance

with your driver, you’ve got to hit up

on the ball, and a simple ix is to literally

stand up during the downswing. Let’s

practice this move.

As your start the club down, I want

you to thrust your hips forward like I’m

doing here. I recommend doing this

without a ball at irst to get comfortable

with this move, because it will

feel quite diferent than your usually

steep downswing.But once you get

the hang of it, you can start hitting tee

shots this way.And I’m sure you’ll be

pleased with the results.

What this stand-up/hip-thrust

move does is shallow the club’s path

into the ball and gets it moving

upward just before impact.That, in turn,

launches the ball high – but not pop-up

high – and with far less backspin than if

you hit down on it.That’s really impor-

tant to increase your carry distance and

get the ball to roll more.

How do you know you’ve changed

your angle of attack?Well, you might

dislodge the tee swinging this way, but

it should live to see another swing.—
WITH RON KASPRISKE

david leadbetter, a Golf Digest Teaching
Professional, runs 32 academiesworldwide.

Thrust with your hips
to launch the ball

STAND AND DELIVER
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“Constantly borrowing tees? You 
need a new downswing.” 

J  D  C U B A N
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TIGER: CURED!

stan utley

▶ “When Tiger got in trouble with his

chipping, he tended to let the handle

move too wide in the backswing. When

that happens, the head isn’t really

swinging; you’re moving the whole

stick together. Then if you accelerate

the grip to start the downswing, you

bring the grip through impact first, which

ruins the engineering of the club. In the

swings I see now, the club is setting

earlier and releasing earlier, and he’s

using the bounce. When you use the

bounce, the lies don’t become scary.

You’re hitting the turf with the back of the

wedge and skidding. You want to land the

plane shallow and on the back wheels.”

randy smith

▶ “It’s absolutely amazing to me what

he’s done to recover – a total transforma-

tion. You can call it release point, rust

or whatever, but there was something

yippy going on. He was literally

playing away from his wedges. But as

the greatest player in the world might

do, he figured out something different –

a different feel, a different way to

approach it, a slight grip change.

Anything to feel less action in his hands.

That’s fine in practice, but he’s now

doing great on the real stage. His short

game is back. He still has the yips. In the

back of his head, they’re still there. But

for now, the change is a warm blanket.”

hank haney

▶ “Everybody wanted to see what kind

of swing speed Tiger was going to have

when he came back from the spinal-fusion

surgery, but I really believed the obvious

short-game issues he had would prevent

him from coming back in any real way if

he couldn’t figure them out. He’s obviously

found something in a technique change

that’s been working – to a degree – and

that’s great. You still see some of those

strange shots every once in a while.

That’s his reality now. You can have

some good stretches, but when you

have the yips, they’re in there. It’s just a

matter of how you try to manage them.”

david leadbetter

▶ “Tiger didn’t have the chipping yips

because of a mental issue. It was physical.

He had the shaft leaning too far forward,

and the leading edge was digging. You

can get away with that on certain types

of grass, but many times the grass would

grab the clubhead and cause it to stub.

If you don’t correct that, you could end

up with a full-blown case of the mental

chipping yips, but he corrected the issue.

His right hand is much more involved in

the shot. The club releases and glides

along the grass. It’s a much more effective

way to chip. And with his hand-eye coordi-

nation, he can be as great as ever that way.”

mike adams

▶ “Tiger had bad chipping fundamentals

that exposed the leading edge instead

of the bounce – not the yips. He took it

back too wide, which shut the face, and he

dragged the handle through the shot. That

created too much shaft lean – something

he had been trying to do in his full swing

– and it leaked into his short game. I can’t

think of another player who had that

happen like that, but who else has been as

willing to change swings? Now he’s setting

the club sooner, letting his right arm fold,

releasing it better and using the bounce.

Right-hand-only drills helped him a lot. He

once again is an awesome wedge player.”

dave stockton

▶ “Tiger has always used his right hand

a lot more on those shots than I do, as

opposed to letting the left hand control

the action. He uses his hands as a unit,

but when that right hand takes over,

that’s when the club starts digging. I was

surprised to see that become his problem

because he was always so great at those

shots. When you struggle, it can get

difficult fast because you start trying

too hard to fix the problem and then you

lose your feel. But now, he seems to be

swinging much more free. He’s got it back

in the groove. Maybe what he needed

was some time to work on his game.”

james sieckmann

▶ “Imagine if you’ve been amazing at

something your whole life, and you never

had to think about how to do it. Then all of

a sudden, when you tried to do it, it didn’t

work. Tiger was thinking the same things

he always had, but he didn’t get the same

result. He was confused. His setup had got

so different, with his head behind the ball

and his shoulders closed. He was in a posi-

tion where he couldn’t hit the ball first. A lot

of people think he had the yips. He didn’t.

Tiger had a bad motor pattern. And when

he found the right pattern again, it came

back quickly – and so did his confidence.”
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Did a mechanical tweak help resuscitate 
the tour’s best short game? 

TOUR TECHNIQUE |Play Your Best

Top teachers weigh in on how he overcame the chipping yips 
INTERVIEWED BY MATTHEW RUDY
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ou hear it all the time: “Hit down 
on the ball and take a divot.” And 
it’s good advice, but you have to be 
in position to actually do it. In fact, 

a few positions. Let’s look.
First, play the ball in line with the  

logo on your shirt, on the left side of  
your chest. It’s hard to hit down on  
the ball if it’s way up in your stance, but 
moving it way back is no good, either.  
With the ball back, you’re less likely to 
make a good shift to your front side on  
the downswing – and that forward shift  
is the most important move into impact. 

The second position is staying in  
your posture as you swing down and 
through. The instinct to straighten up  
is common, either to try to lift the ball  
or because it’s more diicult to turn  
while staying in posture.  A good thought  
is to feel like you’re “on top of the ball” 
with your chest at impact, like your  
chest is looking at the ball. That’ll help  
keep you down and into the shot. 

The third piece is driving your right 
side – arm, shoulder, knee – at the target 
(top left). This prevents you from slowing 
down before impact and trying to lip or 
scoop the ball of the ground. Good iron 
players really ire that right side, extending 
the right arm and pushing through with the 
body. Think of a shortstop throwing hard 
to irst base for a double play; nothing stays 
back —with peter morrice 

Butch Harmon  is based at Rio Secco  

Golf Club, Henderson, Nevada.

3 musts at impact:
forward, down 

and through

If you hit a lot of fat iron shots, chances
are you’re not shiting to your front foot in 

the downswing. Even hitting thin shots usually 
means your weight is back – instead of crashing 
into the turf, the club misses the ground and 
catches the ball when it starts swinging upward. 
Work on my favourite drill to groove solid strikes.

Grab a short iron, take your setup, then angle 
your back knee inward so your back foot is up 
on its toes (right). That will push the majority of 

your weight to your front side. From 
this setup, hit some half and three-
quarter shots. You’ll make ball-first 
contact with your weight forward at 
impact and feel a nice push off your 
back foot as you go through.

Mix in some regular swings from 
your normal setup, feeling your weight 
firmly on your front side during the 
forward swing.

                      my favourite drill to feel solid contact

D O M  F U R O R E

PUREYOUR
IRONSHOTS
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Think of a shortstop  
throwing hard to �rst base.



f you’re topping your fairway 

woods or can’t hit them above the 

tree line, chances are you’re not 

staying in your address posture 

when you swing the club. If it makes 

you feel a little better, it’s a common 

fault – one that I’m going to help  

you correct.

Before I give you a simple swing 

thought to get those shots soaring, let’s 

talk a little about why you might be 

struggling to hit a 3-wood of the deck. 

For most amateurs, it starts with the 

wrong mind-set. This is a stressful situa-

tion, because it’s not a shot you practise 

a lot or face more than a handful of 

times each round. You’re not used to 

pulling it of, and that lack of positive 

experience can produce anxiety that re-

sults in a bad swing. Another reason you 

struggle with these shots? You’re trying 

too hard to rip one high and far down 

the fairway. Getting home in two on a 

par 5, or reaching the green on a long 

par 4, comes from making solid, centre-

face contact with the ball  – not from 

swinging full out or trying to add loft 

to the shot with some body English. So 

swing your fairway woods without ten-

sion, and that includes pace. Don’t rush 

down from the top of the backswing, 

and don’t straighten up in the through-

swing thinking this will get the ball up. 

On the contrary, it usually leads to that 

worm-burner you’re used to hitting.

Posture is the primary culprit for 

line drives and topped shots. If you 

think of the club moving along an arc 

determined by your posture at address, 

the moment you straighten up, you 

change the arc. Good luck hitting it in 

the centre of the face when you do that. 

Things happen too fast to make the 

necessary adjustments.  So if you’re in 

need of one swing thought to help lush 

your next fairway wood, think maintain 

my address posture through impact. Feel 

like the ball simply gets in the way of 

your swing. You’re not hitting at the ball, 

you’re swinging through the ball.

This thought will improve your 

mechanics, and clear some of the clutter 

out of your mind that led to that ner-

vous, clunky, rigid swing. You’ll hit the 

shot like you’re swinging a wedge.

rick smith, a Golf Digest Teaching  

Professional, recently opened a new 

academy, the Rick Smith Golf Performance 

Centre at Trump National Doral in Miami.

GET THAT 3-WOOD OFF THE GROUND
Screaming one down the fairway is a result of trying too hard
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BY NICK CLEARWATER

t’s probably a familiar scene in your

fourball. Somebody (maybe even

you) tops a shot and immediately

ofers an analysis of why it happened:

“I lifted my head.” Well,maybe, but that

isn’t why most shots are topped.

In fact, a lot of times it’s the opposite

problem.We measure thousands of

swings at GolfTEC studios, and we also

have an extensive database of tour-player

measurements to compare what they do

with what you do.What we’ve found is

trying to keep your head down is probably

doing more harm than good. If you want

to learn a skill that will keep you from

Play Your Best |TECHNICALLY SPEAKING

BAD ADVICE = BAD SHOTS
Why ‘keeping your head down’ as you swing is killing your game
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topping it – and get you closer to hitting 

the same kinds of consistently good shots 

the professionals do – develop a tour-pro 

follow-through that involves a rotation of 

the head. Here’s how. 

Pose like you see here (above, left) 

– legs straightened, shoulders and hips 

facing the target, head rotated in that  

direction, too, and the grip extended  

as far away from the body as possible 

– that’s key.

You’ll notice this is a signiicantly 

diferent look to the follow-through we 

see from many amateurs – especially if 

you’re trying to keep your head down 

The head rotates in a tour-pro follow-through

through impact (above, right). When 

you’re scrunched up like that, you 

don’t have room to extend your arms, 

and that lack of extension puts you in 

poor position to make solid contact.  

Keep rehearsing the tour-

pro follow-through you see me 

demonstrating. Once you’ve burned 

the feel of it into your memory, hit 

some soft, slow shots while getting  

into that same position after impact. 

The closer you come to copying it,  

the easier it will be for your swing  

to bottom out in a predictable place  

every time. 

Then you’ll no longer worry about 

having to make an excuse for your bad 

shot before the ball stops rolling.

– with matthew rudy 

 

Nick Clearwater, GolfTEC’s Vice 
President of Instruction, is based  
in Englewood, Colorado.







ount Edgecombe Country Club have rebranded the golf 

experience at their two KZN golf courses, renaming them 

The Lakes and The Woods. A modernised pro shop managed 

by Melville Muir, new bag drop area, and improved access to 

the clubhouse have been part of a major upgrade at the Umhlanga golf 

estate which began last year with the opening ofTheWatershed Café.

THE LAKES & THE WOODS 
Mount Edgecombe courses given a name change.

Golf director Micky Hough is 

thrilled with the latest changes at 

Mount Edgecombe, which include 

the re-routing of several holes on The 

Woods, formerly known as the No 1. 

“Our two courses were MECC No 

1 and No 2 for 21 years, and the name 

changes gives them a clearer identity,” 

he said. “The full title is The Woods at 

Mount Edgecombe Country Club. 

The Woods is parkland golf on the 

estate’s older layout, and The Lakes was 

chosen for its central water features.”

This rebranding means that all six 

of the 36-hole club facilities in South 

Africa now have distinctive names for 

their courses which will resonate with 

golfers.

The Watershed Café on The Lakes 

course has proved a fabulous facility for 

club members and estate residents since 

its opening in July last year. It overlooks 

the scenic Pani Dam in the centre of 

the course, and two of the golf holes, 

No 9 and No 14, which run parallel to 

each other on either side of the dam.

The Watershed is seen to symbolise 

a turning point and milestone for the 

estate. The old building was originally 

a “second clubhouse” in the early years 

of the estate, but subsequently was 

primarily used as the halfway house 

for The Lakes. While still retaining 

this service for golfers, now it exudes 

a feel-good vibe which has made it 

the popular social hub of the Mount 

Edgecombe estate, a place to meet for 

cofee, breakfast, lunch or dinner. 

There are two function rooms for 

conferences and society evenings, plus 

play facilities for kids. 

— STUART MCLEAN
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The Watershed Cafe, and the  

ninth green of The Lakes course.
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TRANSLATING BRIT GOLF TO YANKEE GOLF
▶ Connect the British term to its corresponding American one 

1 tiddler

2 foozle 

3 cracking

4 lose the plot

5  how’d you get on? 

6 sorted 

7 burn 

8 kit 

a fixed

b water hazard

c mess up 

d tester 

e  collapse mid-round

f what’d you shoot?

g gear 

h great shot

 answers: 1. d, 2. c, 3. h, 4. e, 5. f, 6. a, 7. b, 8. g

british open open championshipv

ANY GOLFER 

WORTH HIS SALT HAS TO CROSS 

THE SEA AND TRY 

TO WIN THE BRITISH OPEN.

—JACK NICKLAUS

how to make your course more like carnoustie

▶ Move the tees back. How far back? 

Like, Thursday. ▶ Make competitors dunk 

their hands in ice water before each tee shot. 

▶ Make the fairways so narrow people can 

stand on either side and shake hands. 

▶ Month-old hot dogs only at the turn. 

▶ Re-route the course so that the 18th 

green is the one next to the never-ending 

game of Marco Polo at the pool. n
ic
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point/counterpoint
▶ What to call that one major played outside the United States?

It’s confusing if you don’t call 

it the British Open. Imagine if 

the Tour de France was called 

“The Tour”? Chaos.

Former champs of all 

generations – from Johnny 

Miller to Rory McIlroy – call 

it the British Open. 

Technically, it won’t be 

played in Great Britain in 2019, 

but it has been all but once 

the previous 147 times. In that 

entire span, calling it the British

Open has never resulted in a 

World War, so relax, people. 

—alex myers

When it started, in 1860, there 

were no other Opens. So there 

was – and is – no need for further 

explanation or identifi cation. 

The winner is Champion Golfer 

of the Year. Again, no need for 

any national or international 

recognition. It is what it is. 

Next year it will be played 

at Royal Portrush, in Northern 

Ireland. That is the third 

nation represented on the rota. 

Clearly, it does not have a home 

country and therefore cannot be 

anything other than “the Open.”  

—john huggan
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“I LIKE GOING (TO 

AMERICA) FOR THE GOLF. . . . 

AMERICA IS ONE VAST 

GOLF COURSE TODAY, AND IT’S 

ONE OF ITS BIG INDUSTRIES.
— THE DUKE OF WINDSOR

you gotta fight . . . for your right . . . to party! 

▶ Is your club’s Fourth of July celebration a dud?  Here are 

five unusual ones as picked by our course-ranking panelists

eastward ho! gc  

Chatham, Mass. 
▶ Every player 

receives a small 

American flag on the

first tee. When their 

round equals par 

plus their handicap, 

they place their flag 

at the site of their 

ball. Players still 

holding their flags at

the end split the pot.

forest highlands

Flagstaff, Arizona

▶ In addition to a 

parade with golf 

carts, bikes and 

basically anything 

that moves, the club 

throws a food-truck 

extravaganza with 

live music. 

highland g & cc 

Indianapolis

▶ Members dress in 

full patriotic garb 

and watch, among 

other activities, a 

belly-fl op contest. 

old elm club  

Chicago 
▶ No official entry, no

flights. Whoever 

shoots the lowest 

score on July 4 is 

crowned club 

champ. The winner’s

putter goes on 

permanent display in

the locker room.

old warson cc 

St. Louis 

▶ Kids build boats 

and paddles out of 

cardboard and duct 

tape to compete 

in the club’s 

Cardboard Regatta 

and race the length 

of the pool.

made in the usa or uk?

1 “BOGEY”

2 “BIRDIE”

3 WOOD TEES 

4 GOLF SHOES

5 ELECTRIC CARTS

answers:1.uk,2.usa,3.usa,

 4. uk, 5. usa (duh)

2½-hour rule 

The time allocated 

for each segment 

of a match day 

with another club 

– morning four-

somes, then lunch, 

then at ernoon 

foursomes.

the dirty pint 
All present contrib-

ute loose change, 

and the bartender 

mixes a commen-

surate concoction.  

snooker 

Contrary to 

popular belief, 

the British won’t 

play golf in any 

weather. A billiards 

table and a toasty 

fi re make for an 

excellent Plan B.    

no tipping  

If you happen to 

lose all your cash 

to your opponents, 

you can still 

exit the premises 

with dignity. 

The Best British 

Golf Club 

Traditions

5 ways to celebrate your golf freedom this independence day

disregard the 90-degree cart rule; drive diagonally at will. 
change your shoes – then your pants – in the parking lot. only say 

“nice shot” when you actually mean it. leave the rake inside the 
bunker when they explicitly ask you to leave it out (or vice 
versa). replace your divot with a divot from a different fairway.d
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A
The consensus
here is that
good shoes

give you the stability to stay
balanced throughout your
swing and to negotiate
diferent terrains.But how
important is that? Hoping
to bring scientiic rigour to
our answer,we asked our
shoes expert (associate
editor Keely Levins) and
our instruction editor (Ron
Kaspriske) to rate the
importance of shoes on a
scale of 1 to 10.Keely gave
them an 8,and Ron gave
them a 2 before launching
into an hour-long soliloquy
on how there are no“quick
ixes” that will lower your
scores.So their average score
was 5,which is to say shoes
are more important than the
type of tee you use (2) or
whether your ball marker is

SUBMIT YOUR QUESTIONS HERE:
ask@golfdigest.com/
Twitter@GolfDigest

NickFaldoworks
onhis technique,
sans footwear.

“lucky”(3) but less important
than having a clubitting (8.5)
or practising (9.5).

Can you use a teammate’s

clubs in a scramble?

Scramble-format tournaments
aren’t technically covered by
the Rules of Golf, so these deci-
sions are up to the tournament
committee. But typically the
committee defaults to R&A
rules. Rule 4-4 says you may
share clubs with your team or
teammate – provided the total
number of clubs between the
players doesn’t exceed 14. If
you both head out with full
bags and you want to try
your teammate’s hot putter
mid-round, that’s allowed
only on practice putting
and chipping (assuming
they’re not prohibited by

your tournament committee).

The Golf Life |ASK GOLF DIGEST

Q
How big a difference do shoes make? Is it something 

I should be concerned about, or should I just focus 

on keeping my head still?

Teammates can share clubs,       
with one caveat.
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A friend’s long birdie putt 

stopped on the edge of 

the cup. As he got close, 

he jumped up, came down 

heavy and the ball fell in. 

Does he get credit for the 

birdie? Or is there a penalty 

for his seismic influence?

Noooo! Not cool, and not a 

birdie. We shudder to think 

what the green must have 

looked like after this earth-

shaking stunt. The penalty for 

moving a ball at rest, in either 

stroke or match play, is a stroke. 

And you have to put the ball 

back where it was (Rule 18-2). 

FYI, if the ball had still been 

moving and your friend tried 

to inluence its direction like 

this, Rule 1-2 would have ap-

plied. That means loss of hole 

in match play or a two-stroke 

penalty in stroke play. 

I just turned 24, and I  

routinely drive the ball  

240 to 270-plus metres. 

I’ve had no formal lessons. 

Should I listen to all the old 

guys at the range telling me 

to take my talent seriously? 

Or is this normal?

Uh, no, Mike, this is not  

normal. Most of us couldn’t  

hit a 270-metre drive if we 

were teeing one up on tarmac. 

If your titanic tee shots are  

being veriied by the  

driving-range elders, you  

might want to irst check  

that their prescriptions are  

up to date. But if you are 

conident in your skills as a 

bombardier, then might we  

ofer you a suggestion? Go  

play golf! Sounds like you’ve 

got a future in this game, kid. 

Don’t waste it.

D AV I D  C A N N O N / G E T T Y  I M A G E S



he 5-star Fancourt resort in the 

Garden Route will be hosting 

the Heritage Classic for a 16th 

consecutive year from September 20 to 

24. It is held annually in celebration of 

democracy in South Africa.

Entries are open for the 54-hole 

betterball event, managed by Annie 

Lawson Sports Promotions, over the 

three Fancourt courses – The Links, 

Montagu and Outeniqua. The Montagu, 

a Golf Digest Top 10 layout, is currently 

closed for upgrading, and reopens in 

September in time for the Classic.

The Links, a private club boasting 

the country’s No 1 course, is the 

goli ng hallmark of the Fancourt estate 

and Africa’s only course certii ed as 

an Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary 

through its commitment to the 

protection of the environment and 

preservation of golf ’s heritage.

All three courses were designed by a 

team led by Gary Player and continue 

to garner praise from the international 

community.

Fancourt received two accolades in 

2017. The World Golf Awards named 

Fancourt as Africa’s Best Golf Hotel, 

while the International Association of 

Golf Tour Operators (IAGTO) presented 

Fancourt with the Golf Resort of the 

Year Award (Rest of the World). 

These rel ect the high standards visitors 

can expect at the resort.

Fancourt of ers amazing 

accommodation and spa facilities 

that maximise the resort experience. 

The Outeniqua mountain range 

provides a picturesque backdrop.

The Heritage Classic includes a 

traditional Heritage Day braai and 

prizegiving Gala dinner. The tournament 

fee of R11 750 per golfer sharing 

includes 4 nights’ accommodation, full 

English breakfast daily, welcome dinner, 

green fees, giveaways and daily prizes. 

Entries close on September 1.

FANCOURT HERITAGE CLASSIC
Play The Links, Montagu and Outeniqua courses.

For bookings contact Reservations 
+27 (0)44 804 0010 or 

reservations@fancourt.co.za



1 ping g400 sft

▶ Heel-side weight gives 

your shots more draw spin. A 

lighter swingweight makes the 

club easier to square. R6 499

2 call away 

rogue draw

▶ Internal and external heel 

weighting, combined with 

a slightly upright lie angle, 

yield more draw to your 

flight. R7 999

3 taylormade 

m4 d -t ype 

▶ With 41 grams of 

weight in the heel, this 

driver puts almost twice 

as much mass towards 

the draw side than the 

company’s movable 

weight M3. R7 000

4 tour edge hl3 os

▶ The large cupface provides

more hitting area, and the

offset shape and upright lie

angle help fight those right

misses. SPECIAL ORDER

5 cobra fma x

▶ A deep, heel-bias centre 

of gravity, plus offset and a 

lighter swing-weight, fight a 

slice and launch shots high. 

Larger grips provide more 

swing control. R3 999
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UST ABOUT EVERYBODY HATES A SLICE. This isn’t an
opinion.It’s fact.Golftec, the instruction company
that has given more than seven million lessons at
its nearly 200 locations, revealed two details about
its customers: 96 percent want to hit anything but

a slice, and only 8 percent come to Golftec hitting a draw.
The slice, friends, is still golf ’s most confounding swing
fault, or as Nick Clearwater, Golftec’s vice president of
instruction calls it, “an epidemic.”The good news is that
it’s a very ixable problem.Yes, by all means, see a quality
instructor.A slice is caused by the most common of swing
laws: swinging the club down steeply on an out-to-in
path with an open face to that path at impact.This creates
sidespin that sends the ball curving weakly to the right. ▶

P H OTO S B Y I V O R Y S E R R A

BY MIKE STACHURA

J
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Draw drivers reallywork, our testing shows

A QUICK WAY TO CURE YOUR SLICE

“It’s really just a misunder-

standing of how to make the ball 

curve,” Clearwater says. “People 

keep swinging further to the left 

hoping the ball will go the way 

they want it to. It doesn’t work.”

The latest draw-bias drivers  

cannot correct your out-to-in 

swing path, but they can help 

negate the slice spin imparted at 

impact. How can we say this with 

such certainty? Well, we put the 

new draw-bias drivers to the test 

and found they really do what 

they’re designed to do.

For our test, we had average 

golfers hit the latest draw drivers 

without telling them what they 

were testing, and we measured the 

results against their own drivers 

using a Foresight Sports GCQuad 

launch monitor. Seventy percent 

of the golfers hit the draw drivers 

more to the left (12.2 metres fur-

ther on average compared to their 

regular drivers). Interestingly, they 

also hit the draw drivers further – 5.2 

metres on average. It’s worth noting 

that these results were immediate – less 

than ive swings for each player.

Drivers that are designed to ight 

a slice have been around for decades. 

Traditionally, they had severely closed 

faces, but the new models we tested 

look very much like a typical driver. 

The technology might be nicely  

hidden, but the results are very 

apparent. 

The key to these new drivers is  

internal weighting that shifts the  

centre of gravity (CG) towards the 

heel. There are adjustable drivers  

on the market that allow golfers  

to load the club’s movable weights  

towards the heel, but those tend  

to be less efective than the ixed  

internal weighting on the newest  

draw drivers. In some models, the 

amount of weight is more than  

double what you would typically ind 

for an adjustable driver in its most  

extreme draw setting.

The beneit of concentrating  

so much weight in the heel is that it 

creates a larger area of the face that 

launches shots with draw spin.  

“This player has the face open at  

impact, and everything we do with 

this club in terms of CG bias is  

helping to solve that problem,”  

says Todd Beach, chief technical  

oicer of R&D for TaylorMade. 

“When you move the CG to  

the heel, no matter where you  

hit it, it produces more draw.”

Draw-bias designs also encourage 

a straighter ball light by featuring 

higher lofts, lighter shafts and more 

upright lie angles. There’s even  

evidence that with the CG closer  

to the heel, draw drivers help  

average golfers return the face  

to square at impact because the  

CG is closer to the shaft.

The driver slice might be the  

most discouraging shot in golf. 

Among other things, it leaves  

you with a longer second shot,  

and it deals a blow to your  

conidence. In the absence of  

fundamentally changing your golf 

swing, draw drivers can be a way to 

improve your scores and attitude. 

“It’s the simplest ix for so  

many people,” says Paul Wood,  

vice president of engineering  

at Ping, who estimates that at  

least half the players could beneit 

from a draw driver. “It’s joyous  

to watch when you put a draw-bias 

driver in someone’s hands, and  

the ball is going further and  

straighter. Honestly, I think  

it’s the best-kept secret in golf.”

EQUIPMENT |The Golf Life
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HOW DRIVING
DISTANCE HAS
CHANGED GOLF

s an 8-year-old I was privileged to

run Durban Country Club from

tee to green while watching Gary

Player and Arnold Palmer go head-to-head

in the second challenge match of their 1962

exhibition series around Southern Africa. It

was played on Sunday, December 2. There

being no spectator ropes, and by putting my

youthful energy to good use, I got up close

to both players throughout the round.

Although I remember little about

the match, my abiding memory of the

33-year-old Palmer, who that year had

won both the Masters and Open and

was regarded as the world’s No 1 (well

before there was any World Ranking), is

of a tall, athletic Adonis with charismatic

personality. To any youngster my age, most

men would have appeared tall, especially

alongside Player, the reigning US PGA

champion. Player was then 27, and they

held three of the four majors, so you can

imagine how fortunate we were to have

them playing in South Africa.

I vividly recall Palmer’s huge black

and white shoes. He had the biggest

feet I had ever seen, which my late

father (Jock Leyden) described as “colossal”

while sketching the American legend

for my autograph book. And yes,

Palmer did habitually hitch up his trousers.

I remember that much.

Three months later the 1963

SA Open and Amateur Championship

was played at Durban CC – the two were

held back-to-back at that time at the

same venue. The programme contains

a fascinating hole-by-hole review of the

Player-Palmer match, played in “hot and

humid conditions with a slight southerly

wind,” typical of Durban in December.

Statistics “provided by oicials in charge

of the match” are described as “particularly

interesting in regard to the length obtained

from the tee and also the accuracy and

length of the short-iron play.” The distances

are in yards and both players were using the

small ball (1.62), not today’s 1.68.

More than half-a-century later

these distances, and the fact they were

regarded as exceptional at the time, vividly

illustrate how modern technology and

today’s equipment have changed the

face of the game forever.

In those days the ifth at DCC

was a par 5, so the course par was 73,

measured at 6 523 yards (5 965 metres),

about 250 metres shorter than today.

Country Club, thought today to be too

short for championship play because of the

modern golf ball and oversize drivers, was

then an excellent challenge for two of the

best players in the world.

Player, who won the match by a shot

(70-71), making ive birdies to Palmer’s

four, on average hit his Tony Penna

A

Player v Palmer in 1962
challenge series
ByMurray Leyden

persimmon driver 240 yards (220 metres), 

although he did launch one 250 at No 10. 

Palmer began with a 285-yard drive at 

the downwind irst, and struck a 3-wood 

250 at the third, but generally he was only 

10 yards in front of Player throughout the 

match. Both used driver on No 6, where 

today’s pros would mostly go with an iron 

or hybrid club.

On the short holes, Palmer  

took a 5-iron at the fourth and 15th,  

while on the par-5s they needed 3-woods 

for their seconds to reach the greens  

in two. Between them they only made  

four birdies on the par 5s. The contrast 

between then and now would astound 

today’s young golfers, who routinely hit 

300-metre drives and take mid-irons for 

their second shots into most par 5s. 

Player, incidentally, used a set of Dunlop 

irons. These were the clubs that prompted 

the famous line from Ben Hogan at that 

time. When Player phoned Hogan to ask 

him for advice, Hogan’s laconic reply was, 

“Why don’t you call Mr Dunlop.”

Scoring in the match was steady  

rather than sensational. Unlike today’s 

players they didn’t hole many putts. Player 

had 32 putts and Palmer 34. Very average 

by today’s standards.
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SLOPE: HOW
IT’S GOING
TO CHANGE
YOUR GOLF

onday, September 3 is
when golf clubs countrywide
will implement the new USGA

Course Rating system, including Slope.
On the night of September 2,

Handicaps Network Africa will
recalculate the handicaps of all
golfers on the system, using the
last 20 adjusted gross scores.
The diferentials will change,
in conjunction with the new
ratings and Slope.
Most golfers will have a lower

handicap – to be called a handicap
index – when they wake on Monday
morning, and the handicap index will
be fractional, not a whole number.
Instead of 12, you would for example
be a 12.3.
However, when you tee up for

your irst round after the change,
you will be given a Course Handicap.
That will be arrived at by matching
your handicap index against the
Slope, and the diference between
the course rating and par of the tee you
are playing from. This will be a whole
number, and at your home course
should be similar to your current
handicap.
The formula for calculating the

Course Handicap is to multiply your
handicap index by the Slope of the tee
from which you are playing, and divide

M

A 10-handicap will get 10
extra shots at Sun City!

by 113, which is the average Slope
igure. Then add the course rating,
and subtract the course par.
Slope has been used worldwide

for many years, but is introduced
here for the irst time to bring
parity to golfers around the country.
Golfers playing at tough championship
courses who feel their handicaps are
inadequate for the task will be given
extra shots. And on easy courses you
could ind your handicap being cut.
Let’s look at an extreme example of

how Slope works for a male golfer who
currently plays of 12, and is given a
handicap index of 10.2 on September 3.
If he went to the back tees at the Gary
Player CC, with a course rating of 78.2
and Slope of 155 (the highest in South
Africa), his handicap would be 20!
Even a 2-handicap would play of 9 in
the same situation. The low handicap
would have to give the high
handicap 11 shots in a match at
Sun City, whereas only eight shots
separate their handicap indexes.
Conversely let’s look at a golfer

visiting a much shorter and easier
course, Scottburgh on the KZN
South Coast, with a rating of 68.3
and Slope of 115. The 10.2 would
play of a 7 there.

Golfers won’t be expected to
know and use the formula to
calculate their Course Handicap.
There will be a phone app to do
this on the HNA system, and
charts at a golf club where you
can it your handicap index for
the tee you are playing. At some
clubs, golfers will receive a printed
paper with their Course Handicap
when they register.
The reason for inally introducing

this is because South Africa will
be adopting the World Handicap
System in January, 2020. To have
one handicap system, there also
has to be only one course rating
system, and the USGA system was
chosen because it is already used in
the majority of countries.
There will no longer be men’s

and women’s tees, but rather colour-
coded tees. The Course Handicap will
take into account diferent tee ratings,
so golfers will no longer have to adjust
their handicaps when competing with
players of diferent tees.
After completing a round,

golfers will enter their adjusted
gross score the same way as done
now, and the system will recalculate
the handicap index.
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The Gary Player CC  

at Sun City has the  

highest slope in  

South Africa.
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The battle of dumb versus smart

n agent – not

mine – once told

me his secret

for success was

to recruit golfers who

were “really smart or

really stupid.” Average

intelligence, he believed,

had a strong correlation

with average careers.

Implicit in his coniding

this was that he held me

in the former category.

Sometimes I wish I

were in the latter. I don’t

believe there’s a sport

where more information

is thrown at the athlete

than golf. To have an

unthinking nature can

be a huge blessing. You

can just disregard all the

TrackMan and ShotLink

A
data and go play. Of the  

top-125 players in the world, 

maybe 30 operate in this state 

of blissful ignorance, and there 

are at least four or ive in the 

current top 20. The following 

is a tee-box interaction I 

overheard between one such 

player and his caddie, who’s 

no Mensa candidate, either.

PLAYER “How far to carry 

that bunker?”

CADDIE “310.” 

PLAYER  “But we’re up a 

tee box from yesterday.” 

CADDIE “Oh, yeah . . . 340. 

No way to carry it.” 

Now, my caddie and I 

make small arithmetic errors 

almost every week. It’s a 

matter of the sheer volume 

of calculations we do. But 

come on. This duo eventually 

igured it out, but for pretty 

close to a minute they were 

60 yards of. 

Some guys don’t 

understand their nicknames. 

One golfer, a really good 

player, had a last name that 

translated simply to another 

word in a major world 

language. Years transpired 

before he pulled someone 

aside and asked why people 

on tour called him that. I 

knew another player who 

carried two phones. He used 

one for his American email 

address and the other for his 

European email because he 

believed it was impossible to 

access both accounts from 

one device. Sometimes you 

wonder how these people 

make it through the day. 

Of course, we all commit 

the little blunders that come 

with being road-bleary. I’ve 

lown home to the wrong 

airport and had to get an Uber 

to pick up my car. Almost 

every week someone forgets 

their golf shoes. I know 

players who have shown up at 

tournaments only to ind they 

forgot to enter. 

I think most of the “dumb” 

players are smart enough to 

have linked up with a caddie 

who really knows the game. 

In a way, they’re brilliant for 

having turned their golf into 

a reactive, instinctual process. 

But if they didn’t have 

someone telling them where 

to hit it and how hard, they 

wouldn’t survive out here. 

Overall, the PGA Tour 

is illed with more golfers 

who aced their SATs or 

came close. Lots of guys 

are just as clever as Bryson 

DeChambeau, or more so. 

They know everything there 

is to know about golf and will 

pore through stats to break 

down any course and devise 

a game plan. As everyone 

knows, Phil Mickelson is 

extremely bright. He just 

tends to express his ideas in 

unnecessarily complicated ways, 

so sometimes, it can feel forced. 

But if you’re not wired like 

Mickelson or DeChambeau, 

and you try to imitate their 

cerebral approach to golf 

without truly possessing the 

bandwidth, it can be disastrous. 

You start overthinking every 

shot, and pretty soon you’ve 

lost what got you to the tour. 

It’s sad how many guys have 

calculated their card away. 

The tour isn’t exactly 

overlowing with them, but 

there are players who are more 

than happy to get into a deep 

conversation – about the stock 

market, politics, philosophy 

– right in the middle of a 

tournament. Though when in 

doubt, I don’t stray from the 

classics: football, beer and how 

many good-looking women 

happen to be in the gallery that 

day. I think the diverse cross-

section of minds on tour speaks 

to what a beautiful game it is. 

The agent I mentioned 

earlier, who targets only 

the ends of the intelligence 

spectrum, has a sound theory. 

Most players are wary of not 

being in the middle. But if I 

were an agent, I’d scout talent 

diferently. I’d go to college 

or mini-tour events and watch 

how players held up on the last 

nine holes of a tournament. 

That’s what really matters,  

and I’ve seen no link between 

brains and guts. 

 —WITH MAX ADLER
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The future is exciting. 
 
Ready?

Bring your family and join Vodacom Red and the Vodacom Bulls  
at Loftus Versfeld for a memorable day of family fun.

To stand a chance to win this experience, register at  
www.vodacom.co.za/redrewards

Exclusive to Vodacom Red.

Red family 
day is back. 
Ready?



outh Africa’s goling landscape 
irrevocably changed in 1987 
with the establishment of the 
irst residential goling estate, 

Selborne, on the KZN South Coast.  
The two biggest changes have been 
the inlux of new courses in a relatively 
short space of time – roughly 75 over 
two decades – and the continuous 
improvement of course maintenance, 
conditioning and playability across the 
golf course spectrum. 

Today, every sixth course in South 
Africa is situated on a residential estate. 
It is a signiicant number and prompted 
Mark Wiltshire Golf to take a closer look 
at this segment of the market.

Diferent characteristics deine local 
golf estates. A third can be regarded as 
primary residential, with the balance 
consisting mostly of secondary residential 
(holiday homes). Primary residential 
estates tend to it in more homes within 
the same amount of space than their 
secondary counterparts, making it more 
compact and condensed. Secondary 
residential estates often provide hotels or 
rental pool accommodation for visitors.

There are common denominators 
prevalent in the life cycle of residential 
golf estates. Once an estate is approved, 
the developer starts selling property of 
a master plan. A phased approach to the 
estate development may be adopted, 
or most of the infrastructure could be 
installed by the time the initial ofering 
takes place.

As an estate develops and matures, 
home owners take on more responsibility 
and running costs. A tipping point is 
reached where the collective investment 
value and hence potential inluence of 
home owners supersedes that of the 
developers. This usually leads to conlict 
between developer and home owner, as 
the latter demands a bigger say in the 
day-to-day operations, speciically golf 
operations, whilst the former is reluctant 

AVOIDING 
CONFLICT ON A 

GOLF ESTATE 
One in six South African courses                             

have a residential component.
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to hand over power or share operational 
information.

What adds to the tension and divide 
is the eventual handover, and any loose 
contractual arrangements not clearly 
deined in the Home Owners Articles  
of Association, normally constituted  
by the developer at inception. 

A major area of conlict is cost-related, 
notably the operational management of 
the golf course and facilities such as the 
clubhouse and other sports amenities, 
owned and operated by the developer.

It is rare for such operations to be 
proitable without the contribution of 
social and golf membership subscriptions 
and levies. To make property sales as 
attractive as possible, particularly during 
the launch, developers often fail to attach 
mandatory golf or social membership to 
ownership. This has a catastrophic efect 
on potential income since only 30% of 
home owners play golf and are likely to 
subscribe to membership.

This results in existing members 
either paying excessive subscription fees; 
an attempt being made to introduce a 
levy to all residents; or the slashing of 
expenditure on course maintenance 
and upkeep of facilities. The latter is 
detrimental to the condition of the 
course and facilities, which in turn has 
a negative impact on property value 
and developer stands. Inevitably a levy 
is virtually forced onto home owners. 
Without proper consultation and 
engagement with all stakeholders it tends 
to create a divide, mostly with a journey 
into the unknown for non-golfers.

A lack of transparency by developers 
who control golf operations never 
ends well. Since they carry the risk of 
operational losses, developers do not 
feel obliged to share all ops-related 
information with home owners. 
Developers often feel they subsidise the 

home owners and expect them to make 
a bigger contribution towards the upkeep 
of facilities. In return, home owners who 
pay membership subscriptions feel they 
are major stakeholders and are entitled to 
transparency and dialogue.

We know of several instances where 
the relationship between developer and a 
Home Owners Association has become 
so strained that no material decisions 
beneicial to the estate could be made. It 
is regrettable to see how residential golf 
estates have failed to avoid certain pitfalls. 
There are well-publicised case studies to 
learn from.

It is inevitable that the long-term 
sustainability of a residential golf estate 
lies in the home owners controlling all 
operations. This does not necessarily 
imply that a developer has to sell its assets 
to the HOA for a nominal or negotiated 
fee. A long-term rental or lease provides 
another option. Pecanwood Golf & 
Country Estate is a shining example 
of how a developer and HOA can set 
diferences aside and ind a workable 
solution – the turnaround has been 
remarkable.

HOAs need to be careful when 
they take over the management of golf 
operations and upkeep of facilities. Home 
owners are entitled to a strategy and 
business plan that ensures sustainability.

MWG has been exposed to many of 
these challenges and advises developers 
and HOAs to engage with each other, 
even if through an independent non-legal 
third party, to avoid any costly conlict.

 

• Mark Wiltshire Golf provides specialised 

golf management services that includes club 

management, course maintenance, consulting, 

course design, and construction and project 

management. 
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KINGSWOOD FIRST
FOR GARDEN ROUTE

he Kingswood Golf Estate

in George is one of the

most successful residential

estates in the Garden Route. And it

has a golf course run by a team who 

actively engage in the protection of the 

environment on the estate.

Kingswood Golf Club’s achievements 

have thus been recognised with the 

2018 John Collier Survey Award, for 

good governance and environmental 

compliance among South African golf 

clubs. This was the 11th annual award, 

and the first to be presented to a club in 

the Southern Cape Golf Union.

“Kingswood’s achievements 

T

George estate is top club in annual John Collier Survey 
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demonstrate on an ongoing basis that 

they have identified with the World 

Environment Day (June 5) theme of 

taking ownership of their environment,” 

says John Collier in his annual report.

Last October the estate developers, 

ASLA Holdings, sold Kingswood Golf 

Operations to the Sports Connection 

team of Mike Quinn and Liesel 

Niehaus. Quinn, a former club pro at 

CMR in Johannesburg, has extensive 

experience in the golf industry, running 

driving ranges and pro shops. Niehaus’ 

expertise lies in marketing and business 

process. The two of them market the 

Swingclick training aid, a South African 

invention, which won awards at the PGA 

Merchandise Show.

“The person who must get the credit 

for Kingswood winning this award is 

the course designer and maintenance 

contractor Danie Obermeyer,” said 

Niehaus. “Danie is an enormous 

strength in our operations business.”

Kingswood is the youngest club in 

the Garden Route, the course having 

been opened for play in 2007. The 

Top 100 layout has been a regular 

tournament venue for elite amateurs, 

and in 2017 hosted the SA Strokeplay 

Championship.
It is a considerable task for golf clubs 

to take part in the John Collier Survey, 

and the average response rate each 

year is about 39 percent.

Collier confirmed that the real “hard 

yards” towards Kingswood winning the 

latest award were put in by Obermeyer 

and former golf director Heinrich 

Frylinck prior to the golf club being sold. 

“The new owners, though, have been 

shrewd enough to recognise the good 

work that had been done earlier, and 

have built on it,” he said.

“What impressed our reviewers 

most about Kingswood was the club’s 

Kingswood course designer Danie Obermeyer, second from let, holds the 

John Collier Survey award. With him are golf operation owners Liesel Niehaus 

and Mike Quinn (right), and head professional Robert Wiederkehr.



balanced approach to reporting 

on sustainability, good governance 

and environmental compliance by 

starting with their record of decision 

and environmental management plan 

as the baseline, and building on this. 

An example is their management of 

waste, which aligns with the World 

Environment Day theme of beating 

plastic pollution.”

Private ownership of a golf club is a 

big challenge in South Africa, where it 

is fairly unique, and Quinn and Niehaus 

immediately prioritised the business 

processes and structures to drive 

profits from the beginning. 

“We changed from an outsourced 

club to an in-house model where we 

run not only the golf operations, but also 

the range, pro shop and restaurant,” 

said Niehaus. “They have an enormous 

impact on the customer experience.

“We then looked at green fee and 

membership pricing. The Garden Route 

is competing against destinations such 

as Spain, Portugal and Thailand for 

foreign visitors, and our strategy is to 

keep golf affordable for both foreigners 

and the local market which sustains our 

business throughout the year.

“We have doubled the original 

membership base we took over in 

October by introducing membership

packages which focus on getting

golfers with inactive handicaps back

into the game. We have packages

The Champagne Sports Resort in the KZN Midlands, and Waterkloof  

Golf Club in Pretoria received a Special Mention by Collier in his survey  

for their comprehensive reporting. Previous John Collier winners have  

been Bryanston, Pretoria CC, Kyalami, Randpark and Benoni CC in  

Gauteng; Metropolitan and Paarl (Western Cape), Umhlali (KZN) and  

Leopard Creek (Mpumalanga), who have won twice.

SPECIAL MENTION/PAST WINNERS

for 14 and 24 rounds a year, for those 

golfers who can only play once or twice 

a month.” 

A new, older club pro in Robert 

Wiederkehr, a former Sunshine Tour 

player and PGA of SA professional, has 

been employed at Kingswood to help 

create a better personal experience for 

members. He teaches, socialises and 

plays golf with them.

The par-3 12th hole at Kingswood.



STRAIGHT SHOOTER
How to drive it in the fairway again and again

by jordan spieth

with max adler

P H OTO S  B Y  WA LT E R  I O O S S  J R



ou’re driving it great, scoring well, 

then somewhere in the middle of the back nine 

you spray a couple of tee shots. That’s all it takes 

to ruin a round. Were they mental errors from 

getting tight or nervous? Only you know the 

answer. More likely your body just got a little 

tired. That’s when every golfer’s undesirable 

tendencies come out, mine included. Knowing 

this, I perform nearly all of my physical-training 

exercises from a golf stance. Having the strength 

in your legs and core to maintain posture throughout 

the swing is important with every club, but 

absolutely critical with the driver. It has the longest 

shaft, and you swing it the fastest, so even small misses can travel 30 

metres of  line.  ▶ In this article, I’ll explain my bad tendencies and 

the swing thoughts I use to avoid them. Additionally, to be a great 

driver, it’s important to swing within yourself. It’s easy for players on 

tour to know when they’re getting jumpy, because there are more and 

more launch monitors on tournament tee boxes nowadays – and you 

can’t help but look. My driver swing speed is 184 kilometres per hour, 

which gets me 293 yards of carry. I can swing harder, but then I can 

lose control. Carrying the ball 300, but into trouble, isn’t worth much. 

I don’t of er this to brag – there are plenty of guys on tour who bomb 

it way past me – but I think all golfers, especially amateurs, suf er now 

and then from chasing those extra kilometres per hour of  swing speed.  

▶ And, as any success I’ve had has demonstrated, consistently driving 

the ball in play is a weapon all it’s own. Here’s how to do it. ▶
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tilt the shoulders 

from this perspective (left), you 
can see how my right hip really turns 
behind and away. As I emphasised, this 
move with the lower body is the trigger 
to my backswing. But another point 
worth mentioning is that you can see my 
left shoulder is lower than my right. An 
image that sometimes pops into my head 
for the top of the swing is, if my shoulders 
were the wings of an airplane, the left 
wing would be angled down and the 
right wing up. And with my chest turned 
completely away from the target, I’ve 
created a lot of space to swing down and 
attack the ball from inside the target line 
and hit up on it. This path will produce 
the high, drawing ball l ight I prefer.

lead with the hip 

if i get a little tired, my right hip slides 
away from the target on the takeaway, then 
buckles. The ideal position is above. My 
right hip is pivoting – not swaying – so my 
backswing feels like my upper body turns 
over my lower body. You can tell I’ve made 
a deep shoulder turn, because you can’t see 
my right arm. That’s the directive from my 
coach, Cameron McCormick: “Hide the 
right arm, Jordan.” But I don’t think about 
that arm or my upper body during the 
backswing. Instead, if I can feel my right 
hip and glutes activated (you’ve probably 
heard Tiger talk about this; it’s truly a 
useful concept), I know my upper body 
will follow and i nd the right position at 
the top of the swing.

‘HOW DO YOU KNOW

 I MADE A FULL TURN?

 YOU CAN’T SEE 

MY RIGHT ARM 

IN THIS PHOTO.’



wing down 

if you’re watching a tournament and 
see me miss a tee shot way right, it’s likely 
my right shoulder lifted in the downswing. 
When that happens, the club comes down 
steep and to the left, which is the classic 
over-the-top move that makes the ball peel 
of  to the right. Returning to the airplane-
wing metaphor I used for the top of the 
backswing, a great thought for the transition 
is an early change in wing positions. To start 
the downswing, let that right airplane wing 
(your back shoulder) angle down towards the 
ball as the left shoulder moves up. As you see 
(right), my right shoulder is way lower than 
my left, which promotes the clubhead to 
travel on a shallow, inside path. Again, 
that’s the recipe for a draw. 

follow the flight

remember when i said it’s all about keeping 
your posture? The i nish position is the big 
reveal. If I don’t hold my i nish – poised and 
still like a i gurine atop a trophy –  know 
it was a sloppy swing. The slightest wobble 
means I got lazy or swung too hard. I love 
the image below. My right shoulder and 
belt buckle are pointing at the target, which 
indicates a full and committed follow-
through. And you can tell from my eyes 
that I’m following the shot. A great habit 
is to hold your i nish until the ball lands. If 
it’s dii  cult to stay in balance for these few 
seconds, you’ve got work to do on your core 
strength. But if your ball is tracking centre 
cut, admire it for a moment. Okay, that’s 
long enough. Now pick up your tee.          

‘HOLD YOUR FINISH UNTIL 

THE BALL LANDS. IF IT’S 

DIFFICULT TO KEEP YOUR 

BALANCE FOR THESE FEW 

SECONDS, YOU SWUNG

TOO HARD OR GOT LAZY.’
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 THE BOGEY 
 THAT  
WON 
 THE OPEN

b y  d av e  s h e d l o s k i  &  j o h n  h u g g a n

inside the ropes for jordan spieth’s crazy  
duel with matt kuchar at birkdale



s p i e t h  c o n f e r s  w i t h  r u l e s  o f f i c i a l  d av i d  b o n s a l l  a f t e r  a n  e r r a n t  f i n a l - r o u n d  d r i v e  at  t h e  1 3 t h  h o l e .
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THE MASTERS,  as lore has it, begins on the back nine on 

Sunday, you could say the 2017 Open Championship began on 

the 13th hole of the final round at Royal Birkdale. Tied with 

Matt Kuchar for the lead, Jordan Spieth hit his tee shot “so far 

right, it was almost left,” according to NBC’s David Feherty. 

Adds  colleague Roger Maltbie: “It went over this mountain.” 

The search for the ball turned frantic – “It was pandemonium,” 

according to one of the hundreds of spectators poking through 

the tall, thick grass – and for Spieth and caddie Michael Greller, thoughts of a 

quadruple-bogey 7 to give away the 2016 Masters came flooding back. It was 

in the ensuing moments, you’ll soon see, that Greller told Spieth his second 

artful fib of the day.  ▶ To make sense of the chaos that occurred that day, Golf 

Digest interviewed more than two dozen of the key characters, including Spieth,  

Greller, Kuchar and his caddie, John Wood, and the rules oicials who spent  

tense moments piecing together the procedure that produced the bizarre  

scene of Spieth hitting a shot amid equipment trailers on the adjacent  

practice range. (It was during that wait that Feherty told Kuchar a joke that can’t be  

repeated here.)  ▶ A year after the Henrik Stenson-Phil Mickelson duel at  

Royal Troon, we got another classic. If you’ve wondered what a player and a  

caddie say and do to cope with excruciating turmoil,wonder no longer.These candid

comments put you in the middle of an Open that will be remembered forever.
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AN EARLY OMEN

henrik stenson:  I remember thinking 

about this early in the irst round: There I 

was, the defending champion, playing with 

Jordan. One year before at Troon, I played 

the irst two rounds with Zach Johnson, 

who won at St Andrews in 2015. So it 

crossed my mind, That might be a good omen 

for Jordan, especially when he got of to 

such a good start (a ive-under-par 65 to 

share the lead with Kuchar and US Open 

winner Brooks Koepka). Of course, I’m 

now hoping to be drawn with Jordan again 

at Carnoustie. (Laughs.)

I played the irst two rounds with Jordan at 

the 2015 Masters, which he went on to win, 

and I got the same feeling at Birkdale. He 

putted beautifully in that Masters; he made 

every putt dead centre with perfect pace. On 

those greens, that is remarkable. Unreal. I got 

the same vibe at Birkdale. 

jordan spieth  (on winning the Travelers 

the month before the Open): That was the 

irst tournament I felt like,  Wow, I can 

win on the PGA Tour without fantastic put-

ting. The second hole (at Birkdale), I hit

a downhill slider for birdie, and I made it.

When it goes in, you feel like the putter’s

back: Okay, that felt exactly how I wanted it

to; it went in exactly like I wanted it to; I feel

like I can stroke it today.

rich beem  (Sky Sports on-course announcer

and 2002 PGA Championship winner):

I walked with Jordan on Thursday and

Friday as well as Saturday (rounds of 65-

69-65). On Friday, his round was more

of a labour. Watching most people play

like that, you would have doubts about

them keeping it going, but he has an un-

canny ability to get the ball in the hole

as quickly as possible. Matt just played his

game on Saturday (a 66 after Friday’s 71).

But it would be wrong to say he missed

a chance that day. How do you do that

when the other guy shoots 65? You’re

helpless against that sort of scoring. He

shot 66 and lost ground.

matt kuchar: I wasn’t on my best form.

All I could do at the Scottish Open and

British Open was fade the ball. I could 

not hit a draw. It was everything I could 

do to hit a straight ball. But being able to 

hit the ball only one way, I knew where 

it was going – I knew it wasn’t going left. 

And so I pretty much just played it.

john wood  (on Kuchar playing the  

inal two rounds with Spieth and Greller):  

I love playing with Jordan, and  

Michael is one of my best friends out 

here. It’s a fun pairing. 

matt kuchar:  Everybody likes Jordan.  

If you’re older, you consider him a  

little brother. If you’re younger, you  

consider him a big brother. He’s the  

type of kid you want to be around.

SHAKY START TO FINAL ROUND

Spieth enters the inal round at 11 under par 

for a three-stroke lead over Kuchar.
• • •

jordan spieth: I waited from 7.30 until 

4pm for that irst tee shot with the wind 

of the left and the out-of-bounds right. 

1 3  g r e e n



That one shot was bothering me the 

entire day. I remember telling Michael

and Cameron (swing coach Cameron

McCormick), “Man, I’m not feeling

great about this irst shot.” I stepped up

on the tee and just lushed a draw and

was so pumped up.That’s what was frus-

trating about the break.

wayne riley(Sky Sports announcer): He

hit a great shot, but the ball didn’t kick

of the bank like he expected it to. He

drew a terrible lie from a good shot. It

was a foot from being perfect, but be-

cause the grass was so damp, the ball

stuck instead of kicking out.

matt kuchar:An unlucky break, but it

was part of the risk of hitting 3wood.

roger maltbie: Jordan was out of sorts.

If you listen to the broadcast, you can

hear him. He’s saying,“That’s not right.

That basically sucks,” whatever term he

used.

michael greller:Yeah, we got a kick

in the gut right out of the gate on the

hardest tee shot at Birkdale by a mile. So

s p i e t h ’ s  d r i v e  at  t h e  1 3 t h  w e n t  r i g h t,  o v e r  a  h u g e  d u n e .

a f t e r  ta k i n g  a n  u n p l aya b l e  l i e ,  h e  d r o p p e d  o n  t h e  r a n g e ,

e n c i r c l e d  b y  a  c r o w d  ( b e l o w )  f o r  h i s  t h i r d  s h o t.  a s o l i d

p i t c h  a n d  a n  e i g h t - f o o t  p u t t  s a lva g e d  a  b o g e y.

“THE DRIVE

(BY SPIETH AT 13)

WAS ABOUT AS

POOR AS A PRO

COULD HIT ONE.

YOU COULDN’T

HIT IT OVER THERE

IF YOU TRIED.”

—johnny miller
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he was showing his emotions there when

he saw the lie. I told him to get over it.

You don’t want your guy beating himself

up right out of the gate.

david bonsall (referee with Spieth and

Kuchar during the inal round): He could

only hack it forward. He then hit a so-so

pitch to 20-odd feet.And his putt wasn’t

great, either. (The bogey cut Spieth’s lead

to two strokes.)

nick faldo (NBC/Golf Channel announc-

er): Jordan looked like he was going to

lose after the fourth hole (Spieth’s third

bogey of the day, giving Kuchar a share

of the lead). He just looked bloody lost.

johnny miller (NBC/Golf Channel

announcer): He might have thought

that he was in trouble of maybe blowing

it like he did the Masters.

jordan spieth: Thoughts creep in.

cameron mccormick: I guess there was

a bit of psychological tug of war: Am

I really going to do this again? That’s what

happened at Augusta. But he said to him-

self, I’m not going to go down this path again.
• • •

Spieth birdies the ifth hole and then

makes a terriic par at the sixth to Kuchar’s

bogey to build the lead to two.
• • •

matt kuchar: I birdied 9, and he missed

a short putt, three-putted. So caught him,

excited to make the turn, had a real shot

at the claret jug.

jordan spieth:The wheels were kind of

coming of with the putter on the front

nine.You know, Oh, boy, am I really going

to have to go through the constant question-

ing that I did back then (hitting two balls

in the water at Augusta National’s 12th

hole, turning a one-stroke lead into a

three-shot deicit) and the frustrations from

it? Am I going to be looked at as somebody

who’s a closer, or has that changed now of of

a couple events? It was difficult to mask,

so I was verbal with Michael about it,

wondering if anything that he could say

could get me really positive. He was like,

“It’s a totally different situation. You’re

in a great position. We’re going to pretty

much go about our business, we’re

going to play the golf course, so let’s set

a goal for the back nine and forget about

everything.”
• • •

Spieth and Kuchar parred the irst three

holes of the back nine, remaining tied for

the lead.Then things began to get really

interesting.

s p i e t h  d r o p

o n  r a n g e

2O18PEN

G O L F D I G E ST. C O . Z A   /   J U LY  2 0 1 8   /   4 3



4 4   /  J U LY  2 0 1 8   /   G O L F D I G E ST. C O . Z A

CHAOS AT THE 13TH HOLE

 

roger bathurst (member of the R&A rules 
committee): I was the assistant referee with 
the last group. That basically means I was 
the forward man, seeing where the tee shots 
inish. If there’s no problem, you walk on to 
the second shots. By and large, you don’t 
have a great deal to do. However, the 13th 
at Birkdale (a 499-yard par 4) was diferent.

rich beem: I watched Jordan play the 13th 

hole on each of the irst three days, and I 

can tell you he never once tried to hit the 

fairway. Every day he was aiming for the 

rough on the right. I asked Michael Grel-

ler about that, and he conirmed it. “The 

bunkers were all in play for us,” Michael 

said. “We knew that if we just got a decent 

break with the lie in the rough, that was 

the place to be.”

david bonsall: Kuchar hit a good drive on 

13 into the correct spot. Jordan was trying 

to do the same thing. 

cameron mccormick: The conditions 

were really diicult. The wind shifted; it 

changed the shot. It was a triple witch-

ing hour.

jordan spieth:The rain had come down 

a little bit, so that changed the shot that 

I wanted to hit. When you get water on 

the clubface or the ball, the ball tends to 

not spin, and it’ll squirt right of the tee. I 

lined up down the trouble on the left side, 

and I bailed out a little on it. Whether it 

was a combination of the wind going that 

way, the water on the face, and I didn’t 

trust the shot, they all led to a foul ball that 

just kept moving right on the wind. My 

reaction when I looked up was, Oh, wow, I 

don’t even know what’s over there. 

matt kuchar: Gone. That’s miles right to 

where we expected it to be.

john wood: When you’re watching guys 

hit, especially pros, you have a window 

where you expect the ball to be. I looked 

up, and I didn’t see it. 

roger maltbie: I said, “Oh, this is way right 

– I mean, this is  waaay  right – this is a 

hundred yards right of the centre of the 

fairway.” It was almost a flinch.

johnny miller: The drive was about as 

poor as a pro could hit one. You couldn’t 

hit it over there if you tried. 

david bonsall: I was standing right be-

hind Jordan. I saw the ball come down, 

and it looked like it hit someone. Then I 

lost sight of it. Jordan dropped his club and 

put his head in his hands. 

jordan spieth: Thinking,  Oh, boy, this 

could be 6. 

david bonsall: I was then focused on 

whether he should be playing a provi-

sional. 

jordan spieth: I was like, “Is that going 

to be okay, Michael?” He’s like, “I’m not 

sure.” 

michael greller: We’re about 50 yards of 

the tee box, and the walking scorer with 

us says, “They can’t ind the ball. What 

would you like to do?” Jordan said, “Well, 

we’re going to ind it – just keep walking.” 

My irst thought was, Somebody’s going to 

pick it up. There were hundreds and hun-

dreds and hundreds of spectators there. It 

was just absolute chaos. 

jordan spieth:  I’m thinking,  Wow, all I 

had to do is make 4. Now I’ve got a diicult 6 

going back to the tee if we can’t ind it. 

john wood:Where they were looking, the 

people in the heavy stuf, I’m thinking,   

Boy, that would be a miracle if they ind it. 

nick faldo:We all were sitting there and 

thinking, Well, that’s it – that’s going to cost 

him the Open. 

roger maltbie: At that point, you igure 

he’s toast. Kooch is such a consistent play-

er, there’s just no scenario I can see where 

the wheels are going to come of. But 

they clearly have come of of Jordan. 

jr jones  (R&A rules oicial and NBC/Golf 

Channel rules contributor): I got on the radio 

to David Bonsall and told him I had seen 

the ball come to ground and that it was 

surrounded – or so I thought.

david bonsall: Jordan looked at me, and I 

told him that. 

roger bathurst: I went across the fairway 

and into some very thick, scrubby rough. 

There was a huge amount of confusion. 

No one had seen a ball land. I spent some 

time asking if anyone had seen anything. 

But nothing. 

mark bates (spectator): They were all on the 

fairway side of the dune – well to the left 

of where it was eventually found. 

roger bathurst:  Eventually I asked some 

spectators on top of this huge sand bank 

– it’s probably 50 to 60 feet high – and, 

after a bit of interrogation, they gave up 

that the ball had hit someone on the head 

(drawing the circle of spectators) and had 

lown way over the other side of the sand 

bank. I have no idea why they didn’t vol-

unteer that information. It was very odd, 

because they could see everyone scram-

bling around looking for the ball. 

david bonsall: We had walked forward 

maybe 120 yards when JR came back on 

the radio to say they now didn’t think 

they had found the ball. When I told Jor-

dan, he asked if he should go back and 

play a provisional. But I told him we had 

come too far. So we wandered over to the 

right-hand side. We were well shy of the 

ridge in some really bad rough. People 

were inding balls all over the place. Jordan 

went leaping in there, with Michael fol-

lowing slightly reluctantly. I was saying to 

Michael, I didn’t think we were anywhere 

near where the ball was. He agreed. But 

the spectators seemed to think we were. 

Jordan actually looked at three balls that 

were not his. I was saying to David Rick-

man (R&A rules oicial in the rules head-

quarters) on the radio that I hadn’t started 

my stopwatch because I didn’t think we 

were anywhere near the right place. He 

told me to carry on.

jordan spieth:The more people, the more 

frustrated I’m getting. That’s what made 

it a little more diicult to think quickly 

and clearly. But I don’t remember it feel-

S p i e t h ,  G r e l l e r  a n d  B o n s a l l 

d i s c u s s  o p t i o n s  a b o u t  w h e r e  

t o  d r o p  o n c e  S p i e t h ’ s  b a l l  

h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  o n  1 3 .



ing chaotic. I remember feeling, Okay, the 

only way to save shots here is to not overreact 

and to make as smart a decision as you pos-

sibly can. 

mark bates: The guy who had been hit 

was actually on top of the dune. The ball 

hit him on the head and went right of the 

dune. When I arrived, there were peo-

ple saying they had seen the ball land in 

the area on the fairway side of the dune, 

which was nonsense – that was 50 yards 

from where the ball ended up. It was all 

really strange. I saw the bloke who had 

been hit. His head was cut and bleeding. 

He was on top of the hill Jordan eventu-

ally hit over. It was pandemonium. 

Jordan was asking everyone to get out 

of the way. He wasn’t panicked, but he was 

deinitely getting frustrated with all the 

people. There was a television cameraman 

there. He was obviously in communica-

tion with his director and was being di-

rected to where the ball actually was. It 

was only two minutes before there was 

a shout from the other side of the dune. 

Someone had to have seen the ball rico-

chet of the guy’s head. Jordan’s ball in-

ished up at the bottom of the dune on the 

other side from the fairway. 

jordan spieth:  Someone had seen it roll 

and found it. And then it was, Wow, I found 

it; that’s great. Now let’s see where it is and let’s 

weigh the options from here and igure out a 

way to not lose two shots.

michael greller: I don’t know how long 

it was, 28 minutes or whatever. From a 

mental standpoint, I think for both of us, 

everything went very slowly, which was 

pretty neat because usually things go 100 

miles an hour in that situation. I think 

what happened at the ’16 Masters played a 

massive role in how we handled that situ-

ation on 13, because it was a similar shock. 

We have a history of being in a moment 

like that, which is pretty unbelievable, but 

we were able to apply that into that mo-

ment instead of compounding it. 

It was just very matter-of-fact. I re-

member thinking, You’re going to ind this, 

get this back in play, make a  5, hopefully 

worst-case 6, we’re down one or two with ive 

holes to go in a major with somebody we re-

spect greatly, one of our favourite guys, Matt 

Kuchar. But with all due respect, Matt 

hadn’t won a major. There are two par 5s  

left, Jordan had a little more length, and 

one or two shots is nothing to make up 

in that scenario. So that was where the 

thinking went versus, Oh, boy, here we go 

again. 

What people forget in that ’16 Masters

is that Jordan didn’t back down (after the

7 at No 12). He made a great birdie on

13, almost birdied 14, birdies 15 and stakes

one on 16 with a seven-footer (missed) for

a chance to get within one of somebody

who had a phenomenal round (Danny

Willett with a 67). So he knew how to

go on ofence after something crazy hap-

pened. That’s exactly what he did at Birk-

dale. 

roger bathurst: The ball was lying on a

very steep upslope, maybe 70 degrees and

in a pretty poor place. There was no sense

of panic, which was amazing for a guy

who was potentially making a real mess

of the Open. 

michael greller: By the time I had got to

the ball, Jordan had already decided it was

unplayable, which was signiicant because

he’s not afraid to take on a shot. He knew

that quickly that he couldn’t play it. 

jordan spieth: Michael said, “How’s

it look?” I said, “I might be able to get

a wedge on it, but it’s not going to go

very far.” Then he goes, “What about go-

ing back to the tee?” I said, “Hold on,

let’s look at the unplayable drops.” So I’m

looking around within two club-lengths

in any direction. There were some spots

where I could have dropped it, but the

likelihood is, it would have bounced back-

ward against a bush, and then I wouldn’t

have had a swing from there. So I didn’t

like any of those options. That’s when we

went up to the top of the hill. 

Within 30 seconds, I’m looking back

and I’m thinking,  Okay, if I keep on go-

ing back and back and back, I can still reach

the green. I couldn’t reach the green from

the other side of the trailers – the hills

were too high, and they were too close

to me. I could have probably got a 7-iron

out, but it would have gotten to 60 yards

(from the green), probably. I thought there

was the potential for me to hit the ball on

or around the green to give me a better

chance of getting up and down. 

That ran through my head, and I

thought, Is the driving range in play? 

roger bathurst: I told him that, to the

best of my knowledge, it was. But I would

check with the referee when he arrived. 

jordan spieth: Michael then reiterated,

“Are you sure? Because you can re-tee

and have a putt at 5 and make 6.” I just . . .

I hate that. I’m like, “There’s got to be an-

other way; there’s got to be a better way.”

I don’t want to lose two shots. One shot

can be made up quickly.Two shots means

the ball’s in his (Kuchar’s) hands. So yeah, I

didn’t like the word “6” that kept coming

out of his mouth.

KUCHAR’S LONG WAIT

wayne riley: As we wondered what was

going on with Spieth, I looked at Kuchar,

and I could tell he was thinking, I could

have this.

john paramor (European Tour rules

oicial): Kuchar was standing around

“I TOLD MATT

AND JOHN A JOKE.

I CAN’T REPEAT IT.

IT JUST STARTS OUT,

‘FLANAGAN GOES

TO A PROCTOLOGIST.’

IT’S A BEAUTY.

IT MIGHT HAVE

COST MATT KUCHAR

THE OPEN.”

—david feherty

not really knowing what to do. I told  

him this was likely to take a bit of time, 

so if he wanted to hit, he should just  

go ahead. So he did.

matt kuchar: I hit a fantastic shot (with 

an 8-iron), 20 feet away. So I’m thrilled. 

I’ve got a great birdie opportunity here. 

john wood: And then the waiting  

game was on at that point. We were  

telling stories and talking. Just – gosh,  

we talked about sports. We talked about 

the book I was reading. Talked to the  

oicial a bit, trying to get an idea of what 

was going on. 

david feherty: I told Matt and John a 
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“I THINK WHAT

HAPPENED AT THE

’16 MASTERS

PLAYED A MASSIVE

ROLE IN HOW WE

HANDLED THAT

SITUATION ON 13,

BECAUSE IT WAS

A SIMILAR SHOCK.”

—michael greller

joke. I can’t repeat it. It just starts out,

“Flanagan goes to a proctologist.” It’s a

beauty. It might have cost Matt Kuchar

the Open.

matt kuchar: We had a laugh. We were

going to be there for a while, knowing

we’ve had these issues ourselves.

john wood: There’s a strokes gained/put-

ting stat, and I always joke with Webb

Simpson that there should be a strokes

gained/attitude, and Webb and Matt are

the best on tour.They aren’t going to let

anything bother or luster them. What

can you do? They (Spieth and the oi-

cials) are just trying to get it right.

matt kuchar: We could see on a big 

screen a little bit of what was going on. 

And now I get word that Jordan has 

found his ball. He’s got to take an un-

playable. 

SPIETH’S SOLUTION

 

john paramor: I heard the match referee 

in my earpiece. He was asking David 

Rickman if the practice ground was out-

of-bounds. David then conirmed that it 

was not, neither for the club nor for the 

Open. Taking the range out-of-bounds 

was never even considered. That wasn’t 

a conscious decision; I don’t think any-

one thought anyone would ever go there. 

Besides, why would you invent a bound-

ary? I know we put one in on the 10th 

hole, but that was for a very good reason 

(because players were considering hitting 

shots from the ninth tee to the 10th fair-

way, which would have put spectators in 

danger). 

david bonsall: I told David (Rickman) 

that going straight back, it looked as if 

we might head straight into some equip-

ment trucks on the practice ground. I told 

David I thought all the trucks should be 

treated as one single temporary immovable 

obstruction (TIO). That seemed reason-

able to him. I then told him there was a 

metal fence around the trucks that should 

be treated as “movable.” Again, he agreed. 

Initially, Jordan was asking me if he could 

drop back on a line, keeping the point 

where the ball was between him and the 

hole. I told him that was ine. 

I then asked the marshalls to get the 

crowd out of the way, moving them so that 

we could go back to the practice ground. 

That was ine until we discovered a buggy 

in the way. It was sitting there abandoned 

with no keys in it. And it was right on 

the line Jordan had to follow to make his 

drop. If Jordan had wanted to drop back 

short of the trucks, he would be doing so 

right where the buggy was. I told David 

we would need to get it moved, but if we 

couldn’t, it would have to be an immov-

able obstruction. He agreed.

matt kuchar: As luck would have it, be-

ing on the driving range, you at least get 

a proper lie. There are some unplayables 

where you get to a better, more playable 

lie, but not a good lie. 

david bonsall: I told Jordan he could drop 

on the practice ground, but the line he 

would have to take goes right through the 

middle of a TaylorMade truck. So of we 

went. He had picked up the ball by this 

time. At irst, we went way behind the 

trucks. We’ve agreed that he’s going to 

take an unplayable, then have interference 

from the trucks. So we would have to then 

igure out his nearest point of relief on the 

practice-ground side. That sounds compli-

cated, but everyone was staying pretty cool 

and calm. We just had to work it out, step 

by step. 

tommy roy  (NBC/Golf Channel producer): 

Here’s the amazing thing about the whole 

scenario with the drop. We had a wire 

cam that was over on the practice area, 

so it went the distance from the chipping 

green all the way down the right side of 

the driving range. It was about a 200-yard 

run. Its purpose was to show players on 

the range, and it was primarily used by 

the Golf Channel for pre-game shows 

and in some pre-tournament coverage. 

But by happenstance, it was total luck 

that this unfolds on 13 next to the range, 

and that this camera was there and had 

the perfect view of setting up the drop 

and the next shot for Jordan. 

We could have shown a whole bunch 

of golf shots while Jordan was trying to 

igure out his options on the drop, but I 

learned a long time ago – and my boss, 

Dick Ebersol, really reinforced it – that 

when you have something unique going 

on, it’s okay to stay. Everything on the 

line, and it was so crazy watching what 

Jordan was going to do.

peter jacobsen (NBC/Golf Channel an-

nouncer): At Troon, Mickelson and Sten-

son looked like they were playing in a 

club-championship match and everyone 

else was in the sixth light of the mem-

ber-guest. You couldn’t take your eyes 

of those two guys. Then we get another 

showdown the next year. And you can’t 

take your eyes of them, either.

david bonsall: Jordan went back maybe 

30 yards beyond the trucks. He asked if 

he could drop there. He wanted to be 

back far enough that he could hit over 

everything. I told him he could. Then he 

walks forward to the last truck and asked 

if he could drop there. Again, I told him 

he could. And that, of course, would then 

allow him relief to the side of the trucks. 

At that point, I asked him to hold on. I 

wanted to check that his nearest point of 

relief was indeed on the practice-ground 

side of the trucks. I then dived in among 

the trucks and determined that, the more 

forward he went, the more certain I was 

that he had to drop on the practice-

ground side. That was where we needed 

to be. Jordan then asked if he could drop 

right in the middle of the trucks. I said 

he could. 

Just as we were about to do that, I got on 

the radio to David Rickman. I told him 

what we were proposing to do – make 

the drop, then take relief from the trucks 

to the right, on the practice ground. Was 

he okay that I didn’t actually make the 

player drop the ball? He told me, in the 

circumstances, that was the right course 

of action – the reason being, I didn’t want 

the ball to roll under one of the trucks 
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“AFTER I MADE THE

EAGLE (AT THE 15TH

HOLE), I THOUGHT,

HIT THE GREEN IN

REGULATION ON THE

NEXT HOLE; THEY

MIGHT GO IN FROM

ANYWHERE NOW.”

—jordan spieth

and have the leader in the Open scram-

bling on his hands and knees trying to

get his ball back. Besides, we knew what

we were going to do. Having dropped the

ball, we were certainly going to pick it up

and drop again to the right of the trucks.

There was no point in him making that

irst drop. Just as we were about to do all

of that, John Paramor appeared. 

john paramor: I’m sure Jordan was

pleased to see me after I gave him a pen-

alty for slow play in Abu Dhabi the year

before. (Laughs.) He remembered me.

Jordan and the rules oicials were in the

penned area of the driving range, in-

side the metal barriers looking at an area

where Jordan thought he might like to

drop his ball. The referee told him no,

they had to work out where the ball

should be dropped applying the unplay-

able rule, then go from there. Jordan said,

“I think it will end up here.” The irst

thing I wanted to do was make sure Jor-

dan was going to drop on the nearest side

of the trucks. So I asked Jordan, “Is this

where you are trying to get the ball?”

He said it was. I then told him we had to

irst drop under “unplayable,” but I had to

check to see what the nearest side was. 

On the side of the Titleist truck was a

lagpole with a lag sticking up (from the

wind). The further back he came, the fur-

ther to the right his relief option would

have been. Which meant that the nearest

point was to the left. Which was not what

he wanted. So I told him he actually had

to go closer to the hole than the point

he was looking at. He said he wanted to

be back where he was so that he could

get over the sand hill easier. He wanted

more margin for error. I told him I was

sorry, but if he wanted to use the nearest

point of relief on the right side, he had to

go closer. I then found that point. I then

told him we weren’t actually going to

drop the ball, applying the unplayable rule 

– that would have meant asking him to 

climb on top of the Titleist truck and drop 

there. I wasn’t going to do that. (Laughs.) 

roger bathurst: That would have been a 

bit undigniied. 

john paramor: I wanted to expedite play, 

so I told him to drop to the side, at the 

nearest point to the truck. That would 

have left the truck’s lag in the way. So he 

got relief from that, too. And at that point 

he dropped within one club-length. If we 

had gone a stage further, he could have also 

taken relief from the metal barriers around 

the range. But that would have taken him 

to the left, where he didn’t want to go. So 

we only dealt with taking relief from the 

equipment trucks and the associated lag. 

Jordan was clear that was the best deal he 

was going to get.

jr jones: In the studio at the time, Johnny 

(Miller) was asking if he had considered 

going back to the tee – Rule 28-a. 

johnny miller (on the air): Well, I hope he 

can pull this of, but in my mind, he should 

have gone back to the tee for sure. 

jr jones: Doing what he was doing, one 

errant shot was going to cost Jordan the 

championship. 

johnny miller (after the Open): He’s got a 

blind shot with gorse on both sides, and if 

he’d have hit that shot left or right from 

over by those trucks, he might still be play-

ing that hole. 

HOW TO MAKE A BEAUTIFUL BOGEY

michael greller: While Jordan was going 

through all the back and forth with the of-

icials, it gave me time to really dial in that 

number (yardage). No, there was no sixth-

grade maths that I applied there (Greller 

is a former grade-school maths teacher), it 

was more basic caddie logic. Long is abso-

lutely no good – you’re in the gorse bushes 

dropping again. Short was a better miss. So 

when Jordan said, “I think it’s 270 front,” 

my alarms went of because I thought it 

was about 240, 230. That’s a pretty signii-

cant diference. Again, I knew long was out 

of play. So at that point it became a tug 

of war: Can I convince him to hit the 3-iron 

versus a 3-wood? 

The last thing that put me over the 

edge was, he said, “I think it’s about 75 

yards to the top of the dune,” and he 

wanted me to climb up to give him an 

idea of where he was hitting it. So I ac-

tually counted my paces up that dune. 

Granted, it wasn’t spot-on accurate, but it was 

about 50 yards. I remember thinking,  He’s al-

ready giving it too much just in this irst little chunk, 

so it made me that much more conident that 

it was a little bit shorter than he thought.   

I fudged on the line a little. I stood a little more 

left of where I thought the pin was, because left 

was better than right. So when he hit that shot, 

he thinks he’s hit it short right, and it ended up 

being right on line. 

peter jacobsen: It looked like he hit that 3-iron 

fat. You could see shoulders slumped. Like,What 

am I doing? 

jordan spieth: (on his third shot, after taking the 

penalty for the drop): I hit it a little of the toe, 

and it was going probably ive, six yards right of 

where I was looking. 

david bonsall: I picked up his 3-wood, and he 

was of like a gazelle up the hill.

johnny miller: He ran all the way up and 

down that deep dune, and I almost think doing 

that reset his body and his brain. Doing that was 

like a shock to his system and got him going. It 

snapped him out of whatever funk he was in.

david feherty: There’s always one shot that 

turns out to be the tipping point, that turns 

someone around. And he says to himself,  I’m 

tired of playing like this. I think I’ll play like that 

instead. So when he hit that shot over the Alps, 

he’d had enough. 

matt kuchar: For a minute it looked like it was 

going to be really bad, like it was going to be 

in the hay rather than the green. But it kind of 
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“TO HAVE A

ONE-SHOT LEAD

WITH FIVE TO PLAY,

AND BIRDIE TWO

OUT OF THE

NEXT FOUR,

AND YOU’RE DOWN

TWO? THAT DOESN’T

USUALLY HAPPEN.”

—john wood

skips right through a bunker. 

john wood: We saw it land, and we 

thought it would be a diicult up and 

down, but for Jordan, I think he gets that 

ball up and down six out of 10 times. 

matt kuchar: Still a really tricky shot. He 

had a massive mound to work over and 

around. 

john wood: Jordan didn’t even go to his 

ball, he went straight to Matt on the green.

matt kuchar: He says, “Hey, sorry about 

that.” I said, “Hey, no big deal. Completely 

understand.”

jordan spieth: He’s so great. I think  

he could see I was legitimately very  

concerned, because I knew if I were

in his shoes, that would have been very

frustrating.

david feherty: I don’t think the wait

hurt Matt, necessarily, but it seemed to

help Jordan. He turned it around physi-

cally and emotionally, but it started in his

head.Somehow,he let go of whatever was

bothering him.

wayne riley: Spieth’s ball was on a

downslope, and he had to chip over the

corner of a bunker. He could easily have

chunked it into the bunker. He could

have knifed it to where Kuchar was in

two. The crowd went perfectly silent as

he hit it, so I heard the clip. He clipped it

with no divot. It was the most gorgeous 

sound. 

micheal greller: I think that’s the great-

est up-and-down of his career. Up the 

slope, down the slope, then had to make 

an eight-footer to save bogey.

jordan spieth:  I wasn’t even think-

ing it was for bogey or anything, it was 

more, This is to get up and down. 

michael greller: When he made that 

putt, I remember thinking, This is going to 

be the most fun that you’re ever going to have 

caddieing. I knew that this was going to be 

just an absolute blast to the inish line – 

a total peace, and just buckle up. And I 

sensed it in him. I could just feel it in how 

he was breathing, the words that he said. 

peter jacobsen: Felt like a 12 or a 13, but 

he walks of with a 5 (to fall one stroke 

behind Kuchar, who two-putted for par). 

This is what separates great players like 

Jordan Spieth and Nicklaus and Tiger, 

Palmer, Faldo, Trevino from everyone else 

– they take a bad situation like that and 

turn it into a positive. 

nick faldo: A 5 wasn’t very harmful – it 

was a tough hole, and he might have made

a 5 from the fairway, for all we know.

matt kuchar: I thought for sure I was

going to have a two-shot lead, but as it

played out, I had a one-shot lead. I still

thought, Jordan is not playing very well. I’ve

got a one-shot lead. I might not be at my best,

but I’m playing consistent enough golf to be

able to make a steady push from here on in.

david bonsall: As they walked of the

13th green, I was standing at the back of

the television tower. Jordan and Michael

were noticeably pumped up.“We’re only

one down,” one of them said.And, as Jor-

dan passed, he shook my hand and said,

“Thank you for all your help with that.”

That shows tremendous composure for

such a young man. Then he goes on to

play ive of the best holes you will ever

see.

wayne riley: All of a sudden, Spieth

seemed to press his belly button and say,

“I’m a diferent person now.” It was like

whatTiger used to do. Spieth reached an-

other gear, but he was grinding through

the lower gears for a long time before he

got there.

By the time Spieth holed for a bogey,

I had walked of to the 14th tee. There

were two toilets at the top of the hill

for players. There was a wooden fence

around them. Kuchar was walking in as

I was walking out. It was just the two of

us. He actually looked at me and asked, 

“How you doing?” I told him I was all 

right. But I was thinking,  How the hell 

are you doing?  It was a bizarre moment. 

I couldn’t tell if he was just nervous or 

not nervous at all. He could easily have 

been excused for walking straight by 

me and totally blanking. But he asked 

me a question as if we were passing in 

the street. Pretty weird. His inherent 

niceness came through, more than him 

being in any kind of zone.

john paramor:   I told David Rickman 

that I proposed to speak to both players, 

tell them I wasn’t going to put them on 

the clock but that they had lost time, so 

anything they could do to make that up 

would be much appreciated. I did that 

as they walked of the 14th tee. Jordan 

actually went for a quick bathroom 

break, so I told Matt irst. His caddie at 

irst thought I was going to tell him they 

were being timed. They were actually 22 

minutes over the guideline when they 

inished the 13th. They took 17 minutes 

longer than they were supposed to on 

the hole. About 12 to 14 minutes of that 

were taken up by the time between Jor-

dan inding his ball and hitting his next 

shot. 

roger maltbie: So we’re at the next hole, 

the 3 par. 

matt kuchar: That back pin on 14 is 

tough to attack. You typically know long 

over greens is not a good place to be. 

jordan spieth: Kooch had hit a shot 

and kind of bailed out a little. I thought, 

Okay, I’m 1 down. If my opportunities are 

inside of him, this is match play to a T at this 

point. If I’m closer than he is, then I’m going 

to have more chances to win holes, and that’s 

probably going to lead to winning more holes.

michael greller: Jordan hit a 6-iron 

195 and immediately picked the tee up. 

When he does that, you know it’s all 

over it. 

matt kuchar: And he nearly makes it. 
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“MY KIDS, TEARS

WERE STREAMING

DOWN. . . . THERE

WAS A BIT OF A

CRUSHING FEELING

AS A PARENT,

KNOWING I WASN’T

ABLE TO COME

THROUGH AND

BE THE HERO.”

—matt kuchar

peter jacobsen: He goes from making a

bogey at 13 to almost making a hole-in-

one (the birdie giving Spieth a share of the

lead).That’s a reset you would not expect.

Probably 99 percent of golf pros could not

get it back together like that.

matt kuchar: Remarkable. Absolutely a

testament to the player he is, to the men-

tality he has. It just completely switched.

So now we’re even with four to go. Still a

great spot to be.

roger maltbie: The next hole, the 5 par,

Jordan gets it up on the green (in two).

matt kuchar: I hit a good drive, then a

good 3-wood into a greenside bunker. I

skipped to the hole to grab it, I was so ex-

cited.You can see me in the background –

I laughed out loud when that putt went in.

You know, Jordan has a history of making

big-time putts of length.

jordan spieth: They did a great job with

the facilities at Birkdale, and they had a full

gym withTVs that were constantly playing

old Open Championships. In the old days,

the caddies would just grab the ball out of

the hole. I don’t know why that stuck in

the back of my head. It would have come

across better if I was like, “Hey, please go

get that,” but instead it was “Go get that!”

and with a real serious look on my face.

After I made the eagle, I thought, Hit the

green in regulation on the next hole; they might

go in from anywhere now. . . . Those three-

footers (earlier in the day) were 10-footers

to me. And all of a sudden, the lid came

of, and the 30-footers were two-footers

to me. I don’t know why I can’t make it a

little more boring sometimes.

roger maltbie: And then Jordan goes to

16, and he knocks that one in from 20 or

30 feet (for another birdie).Amazing.

jordan spieth: My biggest regret from

that day was, I don’t think I celebrated ac-

cordingly on 15 and 16 on the putts. I felt

like they deserved ist pumps, screams. I

didn’t do either on either one. These are

like perfect Tiger uppercut situations, and

I’m not taking advantage.

cameron mccormick:He said the putt on

16 was more diicult than the putt he had

to hit on 15, and the reason for that, it was

going uphill and back downhill. It was a

putt where a player says, If I hit it too hard,

because of the slope, it will go the downhill side

and keep going across the hole.

matt kuchar: So I’m 2 down with two to

go, still in this thing, even though Jordan

has put on this amazing run.You kind of

understand, if you play long enough, you

have to expect your opponent to pull out

the miraculous. And you’re playing the

best players in the world.You really expect

these guys to do something great.

roger maltbie: We get to 17, another

5 par.

jordan spieth: I hit a drive a little right,

and I could have laid (the second shot) way

back or I could have gone over the bun-

kers and short of the other cross bunker.

Another decision where Michael’s trained:

He steps in and says,“We don’t need to do

this. Kooch is over in the left rough. He’s

already laid up.You can lay back and go

ahead and hit the green from there.Worst

case,make a 5.This (going for the green in

two) brings in trouble.”

I said, “This lie and this distance, this is

a safer shot in my opinion that gets me in

a better position.”And it went way further

than I thought it was going to go, because

if I hit that left at all, it was in those hor-

rible pot bunkers 70 yards from the hole

with no chance – probably 90 yards from

the hole from there to the back pin. But

when I hit it and it carried that bunker, it

was on a great line, and it was 100 percent

that second shot that set up that entire hole.

It was probably the most underrated shot

of that day – there or the birdie I made on

5 that at least got me on the board.But that

one set me up where I could just pitch it

up the green.

matt kuchar: I hit a wedge (third shot) to

probably 20 feet.And he’s just short of the

green in two with a long pitch shot, not an

easy pitch.You could tell right when he hit

it, it was perfect. It lands on the lower tier,

skips up to the second tier, and goes six

feet past.And that’s a 10 out of 10.

jordan spieth: It had been raining a little

bit, so there’s that dew on the ground that

allows the ball to skid. It makes that shot a

lot easier.

igure my chance of getting up and down

is pretty good out of this bunker. I go

ahead and hit it up there to two feet and

igure we’ll be square with three to go.

But he hoops it from 50 (for eagle to take

a one-stroke lead).

nick faldo: Astonishing. You are either

four feet short or three feet to the right

on that putt, and he holes it.

rogermaltbie: I told Feherty walking up

to the next hole, did not use it on the air,

but I said, “You know, it’s a little-known

fact that God had two sons; it just took

the other one a little longer to come

back.”

matt kuchar: And you go, Well, I wasn’t

expecting that, but, all right, I’m 1 down with

three to go. Still excited about my chances.

So stuf happens.

michael greller: It kind of took me by

surprise when I saw Jordan point at the

ball and say, “Go get that!” I must have
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matt kuchar: So here I’m knowing that

to have a chance, I’ve got to make it. I go

ahead and make it and think, This has got

to be a little more pressure on Jordan.

roger maltbie: And you go, Okay, now,

we could go to 18, which is a hell of a hole

with a oneshot lead. But Jordan pours it

right on top of him (maintaining the

two-stroke lead).

matt kuchar: He does what Jordan does.

michael greller: He called that the best

stroke he had of the week, just put a per-

fect stroke on it, right in the gut.

roger maltbie: You’ve got to be kidding

me – he’s ive under par (for four holes)

after falling of the map. He somehow

lipped the whole thing around. Unbe-

lievable.

john wood: To have a one-shot lead

with ive to play, and birdie two out of

the next four, and you’re down two?

That doesn’t usually happen.

david feherty: I said on the telecast that

Kuchar has to wait for Jordan to fall

asleep and then hit him with a 2-by-4.

jr jones: Johnny Miller must have seen

just about everything there is to see in

golf, but he was out of his chair.

tommy roy: We had a building that’s like

a broadcast centre, like we have at the

Olympics. It was absolutely rocking on

those inal few holes. Everyone was go-

ing nuts.

johnny miller: The fact he birdied the

tough 14th, the par 3 that nobody was

birdieing, and then he eagles 15, birdies

16 and 17 . . . that might be the top-three

best inishes down the stretch in a ma-

jor (with Nicklaus’ back-nine 30 in his

1986 Masters victory at age 46 and Tom

Watson’s 65-65 to beat Nicklaus’ 65-

66 in the inal two rounds of the 1977

Open at Turnberry).

john wood (after being asked if Spieth’s

performance was the best stretch of holes he’d

ever seen):That would imply that I saw it.

I quit watching once he made the eagle

putt. I know when Jordan gets hot from

this distance, it can get ugly for his com-

petitor, and sure enough, it did.

michael greller: I felt like at the start of 

that round he needed a lot of encourage-

ment, just needed somebody to breathe 

conidence into him, so I was able to do 

that. And then, towards the end of the 

round, after 13, it was just stay out of the 

way – I mean literally. It was the easiest 

caddie job I’ve ever had, those last ive 

holes. I mean, I did nothing. Smile, laugh 

and ist pump. All the work from a caddie 

perspective went into the irst 13 holes on 

that round.

david feherty: I have never seen anyone ix 

themselves like that since Tiger Woods in 

the Masters (in 1997,whenWoods shot 40-

30 in the opening round before winning by 

12 shots). I was surprised Jordan could walk 

up to the tee at 18 with the size of his balls.  

A DAD’S LAMENT

matt kuchar: Two down with one to go 

is not an enviable spot, but I think if I can 

make birdie, 18 is bogeyable for him. Not 

out of it.

john wood: I don’t think a two-shot swing 

is a miracle on the last hole in a major. Jor-

dan hit an iron of the tee, in the left side of 

the fairway. So he’s clean. For us to have a 

chance, he has to make a bogey from there. 

So we took an aggressive play of the tee, 

tried to hit driver and didn’t end up in a 

great spot. If it goes a few more yards, it’s in 

a great spot in the fairway with wedge in 

our hand. But it got caught up in the fes-

cue. So we’re just trying to igure out how 

to make a 3 at that point and see if Jordan 

would make a 5.

matt kuchar: Jordan has hit it on the front 

of the green, but he’s 45 feet, 50 feet away. If 

I make a birdie, I’ve still got a chance. And I 

hit it in the bunker, and I thought, Not the 

worst place. I’ve made bunker shots before. Then 

I got up and saw it was plugged. I knew my 

chances had pretty much gone away. And 

that was the irst time I thought, Shoot, it’s 

not going to happen. Fully crushed. 

• • •

Kuchar then gets a surprise: His wife, Sybi, and 

young sons Cameron and Carson appear after 

lying in to see the inish.

• • •

matt kuchar: It was amazing. I didn’t know 

they were there until I shook Jordan’s hand 

and was walking of the green. My kids, 

tears were streaming down, faces all red. 

You always want to bring joy to your kids’

lives. Making a child smile is a great thing.

I never want to see them cry, and being the

one they’re crying about. There was a bit

of a crushing feeling as a parent, knowing

I wasn’t able to come through and be the

hero, the dad that you want to be. I think

dads it a bit of a Superman role in your

kids’ eyes. When you’re of a certain age, your

dad is your protector, he comes through for

you, makes you proud. And to not come

through, it was tough. 

I certainly wanted to do it for myself, but

to have the kids there to see it, that makes it

every bit more special. It’s still a tough one

that it didn’t happen, but I deinitely hold

my head high. And in that dad role, I try to

use a lot of situations as learning situations.

The thing about sports is that you have to

learn to igure out how to deal with defeat.

You won’t win every time. And I was try-

ing to make sure the kids understood that.

Life’s a lot of times about how you con-

tinue moving on from those. You have ones

that you win and ones that you don’t. And

sometimes somebody gets the best of you.

jordan spieth: I walked up and saw his

family hugging him. . . . I see that, and I

thought to myself, Man, put this in perspec-

tive. . . . I was very emotional (after losing

the 2016 Masters), and my dad was the guy

who came up and was able to calm me. 

wayne riley:  At the end I was standing

close to Justin Thomas and Rickie Fowler.

I was maybe ive feet from them. They both

looked really happy for their friend. But in

diferent ways. I could see happiness in Rick-

ie for his friend – but an envy in his eyes.

You could see him wondering, When am I

going to do this? Justin didn’t have that look.
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“MY KIDS, TEARS

WERE STREAMING

DOWN. . . . THERE

WAS A BIT OF A

CRUSHING FEELING

AS A PARENT,

KNOWING I WASN’T

ABLE TO COME

THROUGH AND

BE THE HERO.”

—matt kuchar

He had the look of someone who knew

this was going to happen for him. And of

course it has. Rickie is starting to try too

hard and not letting it happen. Now it’s

going to be interesting to see how Justin

and Jordan push each other in the majors.

Rickie could go either way. He’s hoping

it’s going to happen rather than knowing it

is going to happen. Which is a shame. He

has everything it takes to make it happen.

john wood: As much as I love Jordan and

Michael, I didn’t want to go back out and

see the ceremony at that point – it was go-

ing to hurt too much.

matt kuchar:  I igure every great player

has had a runner-up or multiple runner-

up inishes in majors and had guys snag a

major championship away. I feel like my

career has been a lot of stepping stones. I

did okay as a junior and in college. And

then moved on to amateur and did okay,

and won some nice events on the PGA

Tour, and then won some bigger events on

the PGA Tour. Hoping the next step is a

major championship. And now to be fully

in contention at a major championship,

maybe that’s kind of the next step before

I do end up coming through and winning

one.

roger maltbie: When we all get back to

the TV compound after it’s over, we’re

looking at each other: “Did you ever see

anything like that?” “Never seen any-

thing like that in my life. Never.” Nobody

could see it possibly happening, but it did.

And it was the damndest thing you ever

saw. Golf history is rife with stories about

comebacks and falling apart and this and

that, but nothing that I can recall to this

extreme had I ever seen. 

wayne riley: I went to the range the next

morning and stood next to Jordan’s divot.

All you could see from there was sky. He

was so far of line. And the shot he hit was

brilliant. The risk was incredible. It could

have gone anywhere, never to be seen

again. But to get it to where he did was

amazing.

 
A CADDIE’S CONFESSION

After the claret-jug ceremony, Spieth met with 

the media. “We’re going to skip the irst 12 holes, 

right?” he said, prompting laughter. Asked if he 

has an unusually strong grasp of the rules, Spieth 

drew more laughs: “No, I’ve just hit it in a lot of 

places before.”

• • •

michael greller: Jordan told me to come 

ly back with him that night with a bunch 

of the guys, so that was fun to get my irst 

taste out of the claret jug. 

zach johnson: Yeah, it does a good job of 

holding liquid.

jordan spieth: The last few years we’ve got 

a group of NetJets guys together to get a 

plane back. If you get enough guys, you end 

up splitting it. It’s cheaper than lying irst-

class on a commercial light because we use 

up only a couple hours and NetJets hooks 

us up. In 2015, Zach wins, and he’s on the 

light. So we obviously have to wait, but 

then the deal was, if anyone wins, they have 

to cover the whole light. So we got a free 

light from Zach. We all got together to do 

it again – I had to pay for the light. 

I think I slept for two hours after I got 

back to Dallas before I woke up, texted Mi-

chael because he had come with me to my 

house. He was going to go back to Seattle 

later that day. I said, “Can you sleep?” He 

said no. I said, “Do you want to watch it?” 

michael greller: I’ve never done that with 

him in any post victory, watched the inal 

round. I’ve never even watched one myself; 

I just don’t do it. So it was neat to share 

stories back and forth. 

jordan spieth: It was interesting seeing it 

from the public perspective versus less than 

24 hours, having experienced it. We could 

remember everything we were saying to 

each other. We could hear what they were 

saying on the telecast, and it was just kind 

of funny to compare. 

michael greller: I confessed to him that 

I’d told a little lie (in addition to fudging 

on the line at the 13th hole). I’d told him a 

story on No 4, the par 3, when he was just 

lacking the conidence that he normally 

has. I reminded him that a couple of weeks 

earlier, he’d been goling with and hanging 

out with Michael Jordan, Michael Phelps, 

Russell Wilson, a couple other guys. I said, 

“You know, these guys see that same coni-

dence in you that they have, and they’re the 

greatest in their sport.” I said, “You’re too 

young to remember this, but in ’98, when 

MJ hit this iconic shot over Bryon Russell 

(for the clinching shot in the NBA Finals),

everybody remembers that shot, but no-

body remembers the six shots he missed

before that.” I said, “He wasn’t afraid to

take the dagger at the end of the game,

and he nailed it.”

I was trying to draw an analogy to

“Hey, no one’s going to remember these

irst few holes, they’re going to remem-

ber how you inish.” This was walk-

ing of No 4. I confessed to him when

we were watching the replay, “I’ve got

to be honest with you, Jordan, I have

no clue if MJ missed the six shots be-

fore that – it just sounded really good!”

 

He said, “That’s funny you said that, be-

cause when you were telling that story,

I was thinking, If I’m Scottie Pippen, I’m

really pissed of that he’s jacking up shots at

the end of the game.”

jordan spieth: Unfortunately, I’ve

proven that if I’m anywhere near the

lead or in the lead, there’s likely to

be some kind of a very entertaining

situation that takes place. Whether good

or bad for me, it’s entertaining for the

people. I guess that’s a good thing, as long

as you come out on top more than you fail.
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F U T U R E O P E N V E N U E S

2019.........................................Royal Portrush

2020..................................Royal St. George’s

2021...................Old Course at St. Andrews  

▶Welcome back to Carnoustie’s
Barry Burn. Emphasis on burn.
▶When the Open Championship 
returns to Scotland from July 19-
22, every competitor will have to 
negotiate the snaking ribbon of 
water that has bitten winners and 
losers alike. ▶ The last time the 
Open was played here, in 2007, 
Padraig Harrington hit two balls into 
the narrow burn on the 499-yard 
(456-metre), par-4 72nd hole – and 
he won, but only after a dramatic up-
and-down for a double-bogey 6 that 
forced a playof with Sergio Garcia. 
▶ Eight years earlier, Jean Van de 
Velde blew a three-shot lead with a 
triple-bogey-7 tragicomedy at 18 and 
lost a playof. ▶ Today, Carnoustie is 
actually 19 yards shorter than it was 
in 2007, in part to make room for a 
grandstand behind the irst tee, but at 
7 402 yards and par 71, it lives up to  
its other name: Carnasty.  

pa st  c h a m p i o n s  at  c a r n o u st i e 

a n g u s ,  s c ot l a n d

2007  Harrington*

1999  Lawrie*

1975  Watson*  

1968  

1953  

1937  

1931  

* won playoff

what fresh hell awaits at carnoustie’s finish?

FEEL THE  
B URN



P L AYO F F O N H O L E S

1 ,  1 6 ,  1 7  A N D  1 8 

Harrington......................3-3-4-5—15

Garcia...........................5-3-4-4—16

OT H E RS  O F  N OT E 

T-12 Justin Rose.......75-70-67-70—282

T-12 Tiger Woods..........69-74-69-70—282

T-42 Rory McIlroy..........(AM) 68-76-73-72

Charl Schwartzel

Phil Mickelson.............71-77 (missed cut)

B E S T  S A  P E R FO R M A N C E  S I N C E  2 0 0 0 

2000 St Andrews ...................Ernie Els T-2

2001 Royal Lytham.................Ernie Els T-3

.....................Ernie Els WIN

2003 St George’s

2004 Royal Troon......................Ernie Els 2

2005 St Andrews

2006 Hoylake ............................Ernie Els 3

.....................Ernie Els T-4

2008 Royal Birkdale................Ernie Els T-7

2009 Turnberry

2010 St Andrews

2011 St George’s

2012 Royal Lytham...............Ernie Els WIN

2014 Hoylake

2015 St Andrews

2016 Royal Troon

2017 Royal Birkdale

S C O R ECA R D 

 

hole       yards       par

1 396 4 

2 461 4 

3 350 4 

4 415 4 

5 412 4 

6 580 5 

7 410 4 

8 187 3 

9 474 4

 

out 3 685 36

 

10 465 4 

11 382 4 

12 503 4 

13 175 3 

14 513 5 

15 472 4 

16 248 3 

17 460 4 

18 499 4

in 3 717 35

 

total 7 402 71 

 

the barry burn on the 17th and 18th holes.  stats at 18 in 2007:  17 birdies,  209 pars,  172 bogeys,  44 doubles and 10 “ others.”
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Padraig Harrington......69-73-68-67—277

Sergio Garcia..............65-71-68-73—277 

Andres Romero..........71-70-70-67—278

Ernie Els.....................72-70-68-69—279

Richard Green............72-73-70-64—279



THESTRONG,
SILENTTYPE

b y  j o h n  b a r t o n

revisiting the hogan mystique and what  
it means to be a man

Child victims of a parent’s 

suicide often are susceptible 

to depression, social malad-

justment and post-traumatic 

stress disorder. More pressing 

for the Hogans was the fact 

that they were plunged into 

poverty. Young Ben went to 

work. To help the family make 

ends meet, he sold newspa-

pers. Then one day, at age 11, 

he hiked seven miles to Glen 

Garden Country Club after 

he’d heard you could make 

money carrying golfers’ bags.

Golf adopted Hogan. His 

clubs became his hammer, 

the practice tee his anvil. He 

forged something beautiful. 

Ben Hogan became Hogan.

Hogan’s story has a mythic 

quality. Not as naturally 

gifted as Sam Snead or Byron 

Nelson, Hogan rose to the 

top of the game through grit 

and sheer bloody-minded-

ness. For years, he fought a 

round-wrecking hook that 

he described as being like “a 

rattlesnake in your pocket.” He 

didn’t win a tournament until 

he was 27. With his career 

interrupted by World War Two 

– Hogan served in the Army 

Air Forces – he didn’t win his 

irst major championship until 

he was 34. Three years later, 

a head-on collision with a 

Greyhound bus nearly killed 

him. With his legs shattered, 

ONE NIGHT, in 1922, Chester Hogan, a rural Texas blacksmith, was arguing with his wife.  

Then he went into another room, pulled a .38 revolver from his bag, and shot himself.   

According to some accounts, his 9-year-old son, Ben, was in the room with him. 

What did Ben Hogan witness – did he see the suicide? What was the impact of the trauma?  

Of growing up without a father? Of knowing that the man who made him, whom he idolised,  

came to the irrevocable decision that life was not worth living?

doctors wondered if he’d 

ever walk again; the next 

year, Hogan won the US 

Open.

In 1953, Hogan won the 

Masters by ive strokes and 

the US Open by six. Then 

he made his only appearance 

in the Open Champion-

ship, at Carnoustie, where he 

silently dissected one of the 

game’s most brutal, unforgiv-

ing links, improving his score 

each day to win by four 

strokes. It was both the pin-

nacle and exclamation mark 

of an extraordinary career. 

Wracked with pain, Hogan 

entered just six tournaments 

that year. He won ive of 

them. He returned from 

Carnoustie to a ticker-tape 

parade on Broadway. After 

that he retreated to Texas 

and largely stayed there. The 

limelight always had made 

him squint.

For many, Hogan is an 

icon of what it means to be 

a golfer and a man. Clean-

shaven, immaculately dressed, 

scrupulously honest. Modest. 

Hard-working. Disciplined. 

Stoical. A lone wolf, battling 

nature and the elements, 

internal ones as well as 

external.  

Golf prides itself on its 

life lessons. The game comes 

with a set of rules, a tribe 
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“MANY MEN WHO HAVE DONE EVERYTHING THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO DO  

WIND UP ON THE THERAPIST’S COUCH IN MIDLIFE.” 
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after winn ing the 1953

masters , us open and

open champ ionsh ip (at

carnoust ie , left ) , hogan

rece ived a t icker -tape

parade in new york c it y.

and village elders. From role 

models like Hogan, boys can 

learn to be men (something 

many aren’t learning at home: 

one in three American kids, 

like the teenage Hogan, don’t 

live with their dad). They 

learn that the game is hard, 

and rewards are few. Good 

bounces can come disguised 

as bad bounces, and vice versa. 

Play the ball as it lies. No one 

saw you inadvertently break 

a rule? Call a penalty on 

yourself. Take dead aim. Don’t 

complain; don’t explain. Got a 

problem? Fix it. “Dig it out of 

the dirt.”

Yet Hogan was famously 

taciturn and cold. He es-

chewed small talk or, more 

accurately, talk. He hated giv-

ing interviews. He could stop 

a young autograph hunter in 

his tracks with an icy stare. 

As a kid, Hogan hovered 

like a disapproving emi-

nence grise over my fledgling 

attempts to become a grown-

up. He seemed like every 

hard-ass teacher I’d ever had 

at school, every disapproving 

ex-military British golf-club 

secretary who ever upbraided 

me and my friends for some 

absurdly petty transgression, 

every unnamed Victorian 

ancestor who peered 

unsmilingly out from old 

photograph albums. I read 

in one of Jack Nicklaus’ 

autobiographies that he liked 

Hogan because he wasn’t 

effusive, and in Nicklaus’ 

view, effusiveness was bad. 

My ensuing monosyllabic 

attempt to be uneffusive was 

short-lived.

Childless by choice, Hogan 

supposedly built a house 

with only one bedroom to 

foreclose any possibility of 

overnight visitors. (Even if 

this story is apocryphal, it’s 

revealing that it’s so often 

told.) He famously failed to 

notice when his playing part-

ner Claude Harmon aced the 

12th at the Masters one year. 

As they walked of the green, 

Hogan said, “You know, that’s 

the irst time I ever birdied 

that hole, Claude.” Was he dis-

sociated – or just rude?

In a 2015 interview, Arnold 

Palmer recalled Hogan’s 

lifelong frostiness, never once 

addressing Palmer by name. 

“It did bother me,” he said. 

“And I wasn’t ever quite sure 

why he didn’t. But ’til the day 

he passed, I never remember 

him calling my name.”

“Ben was a great mystery 

to a lot of people, maybe even 

to himself,” Byron Nelson 

told Hogan biographer James 

Dodson. “For some reason, I 

don’t know why, he wanted 

it that way. He wouldn’t let 

people in.”

The Austrian psychoanalyst 

Alfred Adler argued that men 

often overcompensate for 

their fear of vulnerability with 

a lurch towards stereotypical 

male aggression and com-

petition. What fellow analyst 

Carl Jung called the anima, 

the feminine, is denied; the 

animus is embraced. (To be 

whole, Jung said, both must 

be integrated.) The boy-man 

is pure animus – animosity – 

shorn of anything that might 

be considered anima – the 

animating efects of emotion, 

creativity, compassion, col-

laboration.

Adler called this the “mas-

culine protest” and regarded 

it as an evil force in history, 

underlying, for instance, the 

rise in fascism in the 20th 

century. To be taken seriously 

as a leader one must appear 

devoutly unempathetic, 

unfeeling, uncompromising, 

unlinching. When men get 

together – in locker rooms, 

strip clubs, prison movies – 

often a kind of competitive 

manliness ensues. The buddies 

trip degenerates into a PG-

version of “Fight Club.” The 

most macho are the most 

afraid.

One year, when the Open 

was at Royal Lytham, I 

went with some other male 

sportswriters to the nearby 

seaside resort town of Black-

pool, home to the biggest 

roller coaster in the United 

Kingdom. We queued, paid 

our money and were subse-

quently lurched, plunged and 

whizzed around the terrifying 

track. “That was awful,” one 

of us said as we disembarked, 

jelly-legged. “I know,” said 

another. We realised that none 

of us had wanted to go on the 

infernal coaster, but no one 

had wanted to be the irst to 

bail. No one was man enough 

to say no.

Hogan’s masculine protest was 

a silent howl. His detachment 

and withdrawal are understand-

able. Less understandable is how 

these qualities have become a 

desirable part of the blueprint 

of manhood. Men are three 

times more likely than women 

to have an addiction and take 

their own life, and their average 

lifespan is ive years shorter than 

that of women.

Golf ’s lessons are mostly 

good ones. But it can also teach 

boys a certain kind of boring, 

conservative conformity based 

on restraint, intolerance of dif-

ference, reserve in personal rela-

tions. Golfers are lone rangers in 

matching khaki pants.

We tell our sons to man up. 

There’s no crying in baseball, or 

anywhere else. Boys are raised 

to feel nothing (except anger, 

which is manly); to say little; to 

be expendable cogs in a love-

less machine. We create numb, 

inarticulate loners: John Wayne, 

Charles Bronson, Clint East-

wood. Travis Bickle, Timothy 

McVeigh, Ted Kaczynski. The 

guy who works in IT. We create 

absent fathers. We ride of into 

the sunset.

Many men who have done 

everything they were supposed 

to do wind up on the therapist’s 

couch in midlife because they 

feel like dead men walking. 

Success stories on paper, in 

person they are ghosts. Cupid’s 

arrow passes right through.

It was the night before  

Valentine’s Day that Chester 

Hogan took his own life. He 

shot himself in the heart. 

 

JOHN BARTON is a  

London-based counsellor and  

psychotherapist. He spent many 

years as an editor for Golf Digest.

G O L F D I G E ST. C O . Z A   /   J U LY  2 0 1 8   /   5 7



MAN
ONTHE
RUN

w i t h a l a n p i t t m a n

the open has a history of streakers.  
mark roberts is legendary for it 

fans love a streaker, but 

what about security? The 

police have treated me pretty 

well over the years. Most of 

the time they’re laughing their 

heads off as they chase me.

• • •  

do you usually go to jail?

If they want to charge me, 

they’ll keep me for a few hours 

and then release me with a 

court date. But half the time 

they only hold me until the 

sporting event is over.

• • • 

tell me a horror story.  

The worst I’ve been treated 

was at a dog show in England. 

I jumped onto the stage with a 

cat mask covering me privates to 

wind up the dogs. Security took 

me to a room and beat me up 

for 15 minutes until the police 

arrived. I collapsed in pain. I 

mean, it was crazy. It’s just a 

freakin’ dog show 

what is the first rule of 

streaker etiquette? Don’t 

interrupt play. You don’t want  

to put a player of or change  

the course of a game. The  

purpose of streaking is to  

provide the thousands of people 

there a moment of comedy.

• • •

any tips for the aspiring 

streaker? Be prepared to 

get arrested, and know the 

repercussions. I’ve met a lot of 

people who’ve streaked for a 

one-minute, once-in-a-lifetime 

bit of fun and have no regrets. 

But I also know a guy who 

streaked in front of the Queen’s 

car during a parade. He got 

taken down hard by Special 

Branch, lost his job and got a 

huge fine. It’s always got to be 

in good fun. That’s the art of 

streaking. 

• • •

how important is a good  

lawyer? Very. I’ve had the  

same lawyer for about 20 years, 

and he loves it. Every time I’m 

thinking about calling it quits,  

he says, “Mark, you’re not  

going to retire, are you?” We 

have so much fun in court – his 

creative legal arguments, the 

deadpan way he delivers our case 

to the judge – the entire court-

room is always in laughter. 

• • •

what’s the most you’ve been 

fined? I got $1 000 for  

streaking at Super Bowl 

XXXVIII in Houston and  

was happy to pay it. The 

prosecution tried to give me 

six months in a Texas jail. Wow. 

Thankfully, I only got ined. 

• • •

at the 2006 ryder cup at the 

k club, you streaked before 

play had finished. what hap-

pened? I could only see half 

the 18th green from where I 

was. Someone said it was over, 

so I went, but the American (JJ 

Henry) is lining up his putt. I’m 

MARK ROBERTS, a house 

painter in Liverpool, Eng-

land, is the father of three 

children and a grandfather to 

three more. By all accounts, 

a normal guy – except that 

he loves taking his clothes 

of at sporting events to 

make people laugh. In 25 

years, Roberts has streaked 

563 times in 23 countries, 

including three Open 

Championships and three 

Ryder Cups. After John Daly 

putted out to win the 1995 

Open at St Andrews, Rob-

erts lashed across the 18th 

green bare-ass naked with a 

plastic set of clubs slung over 

his shoulder and “19th hole” 

written on his back with an 

arrow pointing to his crack. 

(A good streaker knows 

the importance of clever 

signage.) At 53, Roberts  

has no plans to retire. Here 

he answers our questions  

on the art of streaking.

stark naked with “hole in one” 

written on me back with a 

ball wedged between me ass 

cheeks. It was so quiet. I looked 

around, and thought, Oh, man, 

I’m so sorry. I walked back to-

wards the crowd and two guards 

came at me, and I thought, The 

hell with this, so I ran across the 

green and did a lying belly lop 

into the lake.  

• • •

something tells me you were 

the class clown. Yes, the 

class idiot, the one who tried 

to make people laugh. The 

headmaster was always getting 

his cane. I’ve got fired from 

jobs and thrown out of college 

for joking around too much. 

It’s just part of my character. 

• • •

how did you get started?   

I was at the Rugby Sevens in 

Hong Kong. I did it on a dare. 

Two of the biggest teams in 

rugby are playing. I run on the 

field, pick up the ball and go 

the length of the field. I look 

back, and 65 000 people are 

standing and screaming their 

heads off. I run all the way back

to where I was sitting. Girls are

kissing me. Guys are pouring 

beer over me head. The police

come to escort me out, and the

whole stadium chants: “Leave

him alone!” I found in that 

moment that I could make 

thousands of people laugh  

for just doing something silly 

and a courage within I didn’t 

know I had.   

• • •

what does your family  

think of your hobby?  

They support me. I have so 

much fantastic love for my 

children. There’s nothing  

negative about what I do. It’s 

been a crazy ride. I’m just 

enjoying life. 
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years ago Gary Player won the
Open at Carnoustie, overcom-
ing the twin challenge of what
was then the longest major

championship course, and going head-to-
head with his great rival Jack Nicklaus in the
inal round.At the age of 32 it was the ifth
of his nine major titles.
Victory in a closely contested inal round

was clinched by one of the great 3-wood
shots in Open history, boldly struck into
the wind at the par-5 14th where he had to
carry the treacherous pair of bunkers known
as the “Spectacles” fronting the green.The
ball rolled up close to the hole for a tap-in
eagle three.
Player,who competed in 46 Opens

between 1956 and 2001,winning three
times (nine other top-10s), will be honoured
for his signiicant milestone byThe R&A
and other goling bodies during the week
of this year’s championship.
The black-and-white photos of Player

at Carnoustie, from the archives of the
Gary Player Group, typify the image many
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BLACK
KNIGHT’S
YEAR

images from gary’s carnoustie triumph in 1968

g a r y  p l ay e r  s h a r e s  t h e  c l a r e t 

j u g  w i t h  t h e  g a l l e r y  ( t o p ) , 

w i t h  c a d d i e  a l f i e  f y l e s

( b o t t o m ) ,  a n d  h o l i n g  o u t  o n  t h e 

1 8 t h  g r e e n  ( o p p o s i t e  p a g e ) .

P H OTO S  C O U R T E SY  G A R Y  P L AY E R  G R O U P



remember of him, the Black Knight 
in his all black outit, with white shoes 
and a lat tweed cap identical to that 
worn by Ben Hogan when he won at 
Carnoustie in 1953. Note the lack of 
grandstands around the 18th green as 
Player concentrates over his inal putt. 
This was an era before the “modern” 
Open began to evolve into the great 
global championship it is today.

Player’s caddie at Carnoustie was 
one of the best in the business, the 
Englishman Alie Fyles, who grew up 
in a Southport, Lancashire family where 
caddying was their life. His brother Al-
bert won an Open withTomWeiskopf.

Player moved on to using the  
American Rabbit Dyer in the  
1970s, and when the Open returned  
to Carnoustie in 1975 Fyles was  
recommended by IMG to one of  
their promising young players, Tom 
Watson. Watson took him on and Fyles
claimed another Open success. Without
Fyles at Royal Birkdale in 1976, Watson
missed the 54-hole cut. They were 
reunited at Turnberry in 1977, where 
Watson won his epic Duel in the  
Sun against Nicklaus. They were also 
together for Watson’s three other  
victories, at Muirield (1980), Royal 
Troon (1982) and Birkdale (1983).

2O18PEN

H I G H E S T  W I N N I N G  TOTA L S  I N  O P E N  

S I N C E  WO R L D  WA R  T WO 

293      Fred Daly         Hoylake            1947

290      Sam Snead      St Andrews       1946

290      Paul Lawrie     Carnoustie        1999

289      Gary Player     Carnoustie        1968

287      Bobby Locke    Royal Lytham   1952 

9 7 T H  O P E N  C H A M P I O N S H I P 

CA R N O U S T I E ,  J U LY  1 0 - 1 3 ,  1 9 6 8

LEADERBOARD 

Gary Player      74-71-71-73     289

Bob Charles      72-72-71-76     291

Jack Nicklaus    76-69-73-73     291

Billy Casper      72-68-74-78     292

Maurice Bembridge   71-75-73-74     293 



M
ost kids i know love hitting 

bunker shots. They think there’s 

something really cool about making

this big swing, splashing the sand 

everywhere, and getting the ball 

to magically loat onto the green. 

When adults step into a bunker, I don’t see the 

same joy. I do see tension, fear and anxiousness 

– but it doesn’t have to be that way. You can 

make bunker play fun again if you follow 

the technique of a player I coach, PGA Tour 

pro J.B. Holmes. Like a lot of the game’s best 

players, J.B. has zero fear of bunker shots. He 

knows it’s actually one of the easiest shots in 

golf if you remember  these steps.  

–with ron kaspriske 

 

Evaluate the lie. Is the sand firm or sot?  

Is the ball sitting up or slightly buried?  

If it’s sitting up and the sand is sot, skip to  

step No. 2. If it’s firm sand and/or the ball is 

sitting down, address it with the clubface of your wedge 

square to the target. This will help you dig into the firm 

sand a little, so the leading edge doesn’t skip off the 

surface and blade the ball into the lip of the bunker.

For decent lies, address the ball with the 

face open (think more skyward). This allows 

the club to glide through the sand under 

the ball. You want 60 percent of your weight 

supported by your lead foot with your sternum aligned 

with the ball. Also, check your shoulders. If your lead 

shoulder is too high, you risk poor contact. You should 

be able to touch your let knee with your let hand.

As you take the club back, keep the majority 

of your weight on your front foot, and leave 

the clubface open by letting your lead 

wrist cup a little. As you swing to the top, 

keep your let shoulder at the height it was at address.    

Don’t let it rise.

The downswing is simple. Your goal is to 

make sure the clubhead is moving faster 

than the handle. J.B. focuses on that. If 

the handle is moving faster, you’ll dig too 

deeply into the sand or shit to your back foot to try 

to avoid digging. Either way, you probably won’t like 

the outcome. Instead, keep your weight forward, let 

shoulder down, head stationary, and let the clubhead 

pass the hands as it enters the sand about an inch or 

two behind the ball. Then smile at the result.

matt killen, a Golf Digest Best Young Teacher, 

works with Holmes, Justin Thomas, Bud Cauley 

and Blayne Barber on the PGA Tour.
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FUN   
OFF     
THE 
BEATEN 
TRACK
Clarens and Vulintaba are two newish estate 
courses that are enjoyable gems to play.

BY STUART McLEAN

G R A N T  L E V E R S H A



Clarens is a Golf Data design, opened 

in 2008, with several interesting 

holes, such as the par-4 16th.



6 6 / J U LY 2 0 1 8 / G O L F D I G E ST. C O . Z A

T
hey are two of the more remote golf estates in South Africa, and two of the newest. Vulintaba and 

Clarens are also home to two of the most enjoyable courses to play, both providing fun experiences  

for golfers seeking a diferent kind of getaway. Even though they have been around for almost 10 years, they 

could still be described as genuinely undiscovered gems that haven’t yet come to the attention of travelling 

golfers. Neither of them have found a place in the Golf Digest Top 100, but have the potential to be included 

in the future. ▶ Clarens in the scenic Eastern Free State is a well-known arty destination for weekend breaks 

and weddings, about 3½ hours drive from Gauteng, where visitors usually outnumber the locals at busy times 

of the year – it has a sizeable Protea hotel near the main square to go with all the guest houses. Not many of 

those visitors come for golf, though, which is a shame considering the town has a modern 18-hole course within 

walking distance of all the other activities. While Clarens can be extremely busy, and where you can spend a 

week trying out all the cofee shops and restaurants, Vulintaba is where you go to escape the crowds. ▶

P H OTO  C O U R T E SY  V U L I N TA B A

Vulintaba lies in the folds of  

the Drakensberg near Newcastle. 

This is the par-5 third hole.



If you had a helicopter, Vulintaba 

Country Estate is relatively close to 

Clarens, but the topography of the 

area doesn’t allow for short cuts by 

car. It took me more than three hours 

by various national roads to reach 

this isolated country estate in the 

Drakensberg, taking a convoluted 

route through the Free State towards 

the town of Newcastle in Northern 

KZN. There is a more direct route 

across a rugged mountain pass from 

Harrismith, but my rental car wasn’t 

going to survive that.

Once in Newcastle, Vulintaba is a 

further 20 kilometres along a lonely 

tar road, venturing into the foothills 

of the Berg, and the estate has a 

69-room hotel which makes it a 

perfect overnight stay, being pretty 

much the midway point between 

Gauteng and Durban. From my 

hotel room you couldn’t find a more 

beautiful outlook, as the estate lies in 

a magnificent amphitheatre.

Vulintaba has only 9 holes, yet 

clever use of alternate tees makes 

playing 18 a must. The course plays 

differently on each loop.

The first thing I noticed outside 

the pro shop at Vulintaba were all the 

bicycle racks. My contact person was 

Francois Wessels, who is not the golf 

director or golf manager, but rather 

the estate’s Activities Manager. 

“Golf is just one of the activities 

we have available for guests at 

Vulintaba,” he says. “With our 

enormous property we have some 

fantastic trails for mountain bikers 

and hikers, and also 4x4 enthusiasts. 

We are staging cycle events, most 

recently the Vulintaba Extreme, which 

has mountain biking the one day, and 

a road race the next.”

This was not my first visit to the 

estate. I had been present at the 

launch of the course in 2009, only 

then it had been called Dunblane.  

A Peter Matkovich design, he had 

only built 9 holes, but the expectation 

was that it would be increased  

to 18. There was certainly plenty  

of space for another 9.
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The par-4 ninth hole at Clarens.
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‘Quirky but fun’

The golf course at The Clarens does 

have a good many more elevated tee 

shots than Vulintaba, which is not 

surprising considering the hilly terrain of 

the town. Overlooked by the distinctive 

peak of Mount Horeb, the views at every 

turn are equally magnificent. 

I was there at the invitation of the 

club’s young greenkeeper, Dylan Botha, 

who believes the course needs to 

become better known. I wholeheartedly 

agree. Clarens should be doing a lot 

more rounds by now.

We played the hilly front nine together,

before handing me over to the club’s

leading lady golfer Janice Brownlee for

the second nine as he had to dash off

on another engagement. Weekends are

a busy time for Clarens residents, and

club members play their competitions

in midweek. Janice came to Clarens 25

years ago to run the Maluti Mountain

Lodge, and is one of the stalwarts of

the area, the unofficial “mayoress”

of the town according to Dylan. Her

Highlander restaurant is a popular

venue which I recommend.

Clarens used to have a basic

9-hole layout similar to other Eastern

Free State towns, until Pinnacle

Point Holdings saw the potential of

developing a golf estate using part

of the existing course, and had Golf

Data design and build a low-budget

18-holer in 2008. Sean Quinn, who is

now working for Nicklaus Design in the

Far East, came up with what he calls a

“quirky but fun” design. The quirkiness

is what’s most appealing about the

course, which measures just 5 991

metres from the tips, and for me played

shorter than that due to the firmness of

the fairways at the end of summer.

The Clarens Golf & Leisure Estate

took off painfully slowly because of the

economy at the time of its launch, a

sorry time for new golf estates, and for

six years there was no development as

sales dried up. The course was kept

going with a skeleton staff. Investec

eventually found a buyer for Clarens,

and in the last few years the market has

However, a change of estate ownership 

to the Newcastle-based Ni-Da Group 

saw the 18-hole scenario scrapped, 

as well as a change of name. The late 

Douw van der Merwe of DDV Design 

was brought in to alter some of the 

holes and build alternate tees. The 

Matkovich course had concluded with 

a par 4 and par 3, and Van der Merwe 

turned that stretch into a 550-metre 

par 5 closing hole. A new par 3 was 

built as the sixth hole. The changes are 

good ones, and the alternate tees are 

adventurously situated on the fourth 

and seventh, providing two short par 4s 

to go alongside two long ones.

From the back tees Vulintaba plays  

6 629 metres, with a rating of 74, 

so this is a big track. My overlasting 

impression, though, was of a wonderful 

course in a fabulous setting – there’s 

no housing or a single tree on it, so the 

terrain is strikingly pristine. It reminded 

me of the prairie grass setting of 

the acclaimed Sand Hills course in 

Nebraska designed by Ben Crenshaw 

and Bill Coore, and it’s a unique look for 

South Africa. When the wind is blowing 

the grass it takes on a links-style 

appearance.

The holes are uniformly excellent, 

varied and challenging, none more so 

than the uphill par-5 third to the highest 

point of the layout. That climb does set 

you up, though, for a thrilling tee shot 

from an elevated tee at the magnificent 

Pristine terrain

R I C H A R D  R E N N I E

Clarens clubhouse and  

(below) the par-3 17th.



UNEXPECTED STOP AT VREDE

Clarens was my first port of call, and my route to Vulintaba took me in a northerly 

direction to Bethlehem, Warden and Vrede, where the road moved south-east to 

Memel and Newcastle. The town of Vrede is bypassed by the main R34, but out of 

the corner of my eye I spotted what looked to be a golf course in the vast expanse of 

veld around me. It seemed unlikely, but on investigating I discovered a remarkable 

old golf club which dates back to 1928. I learned that by locating a sizeable 

clubhouse with a resident manager who offered me a drink. It was a pleasant place 

to pause for a while, and take in the scenery of a treed and undulating 9-hole layout. 

The clubhouse stands on a high bluff above the closing hole, with views towards a 

large resort dam in the distance. - STUART McLEAN

turned favourably, to the extent where 

there are now 90 houses on the estate.

Clarens, too, like Vulintaba, is very 

much a summer golfing venue. The 

courses are then at their best, before 

the winter frosts strike. Winter days 

can be beautiful, but temperatures do 

plummet in this part of the country.   

The course at Clarens begins with four 

short par 4s, although the nature of the 

land as you venture on to a ridge above 

the clubhouse means they each play 

differently. Small shapely greens have to 

be treated with respect. Missing those 

at the uphill third and then the fourth 

across a ravine can lead to trouble. 

There was a wonderful drive to be 

played on the par-5 eighth over the top 

of a tall stand of gum trees.

The two nines at Clarens, or rather the 

loop of 11 holes closer to the attractive 

green-roofed clubhouse, and the 

seven holes over the Golden Gate road 

within the golf estate itself, are quite 

contrasting. The best holes are on the 

back nine, from the fearsome No 11 

to No 17, and they also happen to be 

tighter and tougher. The 17th is  

a memorable par 3 played from a  

high tee built on a rocky koppie.

The golf course is closed on a 

Monday, and the clubhouse is separate 

from the golf estate, on the Fouriesburg 

road, so you avoid going through estate 

security to get to it.



The  National Golf Festival is in the Garden Route from August 8 to 11, at 10 different participating courses.  

Join fellow golfers for a spectacular four days of golf. The 10 courses being used are George, Goose Valley, 

Kingswood, Knysna, Mossel Bay, Oubaai, Pezula, Pinnacle Point, Plettenberg Bay and Simola.                                                               

Visit www.natgolfest.co.za for booking information.

Terms and Conditions: The winner will be randomly selected via electronic draw. The judges’ decision is final. No correspondence will be entered into. Prizes are not transferable and may not be converted into cash. Entrants must have 

a South African residential address. Entry into this competition constitutes acceptance of the rules. Employees of New Media Publishing, sponsors, media partners and their immediate families and advertising agencies may not enter. 

Winners will be notified by the sponsor via telephone or email and will forfeit prize if unreachable. Names of confirmed winners will appear on facebook.com/GolfDigestSA. The competition closes on 23 July 2018. No late entries will be 

accepted. By entering this competition, the winner indemnifies the organisers and all parties involved in this competition against all claims that may arise from the utilisation of the prize. By entering the competition you agree to receive 

further communication and direct marketing material from the sponsor/New Media Publishing. Each entry is entitled to win only one prize in a period of three calendar months. SMSs are charged at R1.50 per SMS across all networks.The 

lucky winner can invite three other golfers to make up a fourball staying 4 nights at Pezula Golf Villas (self-catering). Prize excludes transport costs & travel to various destinations.

BOOK NOW 8 - 11 AUGUST 2018

PRIZE VALUE R25 000
▶ 4 nights single accommodation for 4 golfers at Pezula Golf Villas (self-catering).

▶ 4 rounds of golf at Oubaai, Pezula, Pinnacle Point and Simola. 

▶ Welcome function and Gala dinner. 

▶ Event golf shirt and cap.

WIN
A FOURBALL 

WORTH 
R25 000 TO 

THE NATIONAL 
GOLF FESTIVAL

 
 TO ENTER
 SMS NGF 2018

to 47439

Competition
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hen we asked
golfers to evaluate 
golf balls for this 
year’s Hot List our 

overarching guidance was: 
“Rate these balls based on 
how much you would want 
to play them compared to 
your current ball.” Turns out 
they found an expanding 
universe of golf balls highly 
acceptable for full shots, and 
many that felt soft on full and 
partial swings. But as we got 
closer to the green, certain 
balls separated themselves 
with higher spin on chips and 
pitches. In most cases these 
balls had a urethane cover 
(see page 73) and tended 
to be more expensive. Does 
that mean you have to make 
compromises with less-
expensive models? Probably, 
but depending on your skill 
level, those compromises 
might not matter as much. 
(For example, a more 
expensive ball that spins a 
lot on chips might not be 
the wisest choice if you’re 
losing a sleeve or two a 
round.) So decide which part 
of your game – full shots, 
short game, feel, price – is 
most important in terms of 
what you’re looking for in a 
golf ball. Then review the 24 
entries on this year’s Hot List. 
The results might open your 
mind to a new world.

W

An expanding
universe of 
possibilities

HOT LIST:
GOLF BALLS



balls listed alphabetically in price categories ● gold ● silver
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▶ R50 AND OVER  ▶ R35 TO R50  ▶ UNDER R35

Balls with urethane covers spin 
a lot more on short shots.

BRIDGESTONE

TOUR B X/XS/RX/RXS

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ½

R50 The only tour ball 
with four options is divided 
two ways: Better players 
should stick with the 
fi rmer, lower-driver-spin 
X or sot er-feeling XS. All 
others who struggle with 
mis-hits should choose 
between the RX (less driver 
side-spin) or the RXS, the 
sot est of all four.

TITLEIST

PRO V1/X                         

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★  ½

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

R65 These fl agship tour 
favourites were slightly 
redesigned last year. The 
Pro V1’s traditional sot er-
feeling core has been 
reformulated to boost 
distance, and the Pro 
V1x’s dimple pattern has 
been reworked for higher 
and more consistent 
downrange fl ight.

WILSON STAFF

DUO URETHANE

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ½   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★  ½

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

R35 The ultra-sot  
compression rating (55) 
might make some two-
piece balls jealous, but 
Wilson didn’t stop there. 
To ensure golfers don’t 
suff er off  the tee, there’s 
a resilient mantle to 
boost distance. Finally, a 
urethane cover provides 
short-game spin, durability 
and optimal feel. 

VOLVIK

VIVID SOFT

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★

R58 Known for its colour 
options, Volvik expands its 
line of urethane-covered 
balls to include a matte-
fi nish in yellow, pink, green 
and white. Beyond the 
aesthetics, this model is 
for golfers with slow-to-
average swing speeds 
looking for higher fl ight 
and greenside control.

WILSON STAFF

FG TOUR

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★

R50  Wilson has 
developed a reputation 
for sot -compression golf 
balls for slower swingers, 
but this model has a 
construction meant for 
golfers with fast swing 
speeds. The two fi rm, 
resilient mantles help 
boost distance off  the 
driver, and the urethane 
cover off ers short-shot 
spin.

BRIDGESTONE

E6 SOFT

 PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ½   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ ½   

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ½   

R35  Traditionally, 
distance balls meant 
sacrifi cing feel. But this 
perennial three-piece 
favourite lets a fi rmer 
outside work with a low-
compression inside. The 
result is what average 
golfers need: high 
launch, sot  feel, less 
spin for distance and less 
dispersion on all shots.

CALLAWAY

CHROME SOFT/X                    

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ ½

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

R50  What can 
microscopic and super-
strong graphene do 
to improve a golf ball? 
Callaway uses it to 
strengthen a thin outer 
core that boosts distance 
and short-game spin. That 
leaves room for a large, 
sot  core that reduces 
driver spin. The X is fi rmer 
for faster swingers.

SRIXON

Z-STAR/XV                    

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★  ½

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ 

R50  These tour balls 
focus on distance with the 
longer clubs. The Z-Star’s 
sot , single core spins less 
on tee shots, and the XV’s 
harder outer core has more 
velocity for golfers with fast 
swing speeds. A special 
cover coating enhances 
friction on shorter shots. 

TAYLORMADE

TP5/TP5X                    

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★  ★ ½

FEEL   ★ ★ ★  ★ ½

R60  These fi ve-layer balls 
get their greenside control 
from a sot  urethane cover, 
but it’s the inner layers that 
are the most intriguing. 
The fi rm mantles 
surrounding the core help 
produce higher fl ight and 
lower spin on shots hit with 
long and middle irons for 
optimal distance. 

TITLEIST

AVX                     

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ½   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★  

FEEL   ★ ★ ★  ★ ½

R65 This three-piece 
design has the lowest 
compression for a Titleist 
multilayer, tour-calibre ball. 
It has sot  feel and high-
energy for distance off  the 
driver, long and middle 
irons. There’s also a new 
urethane cover material for 
short-game spin that also 
comes in yellow. 



▶ A multilayer golf ball
with a urethane cover
can provide a distinct
advantage. That’s why
it’s the only kind of
ball tour players use.
In our Hot List player
testing, evaluation
scores were universally
higher for balls with
urethane covers than
balls with non-urethane
(ionomer) covers. Balls
with urethane covers
spun more on short
shots. We tested 54
balls with good players
hitting 50-metre shots

and had a GCQuad
launch monitor to
measure the results. In
some cases, balls with
urethane covers spun
as much as 69 percent
more. On average, the
difference was more
than 1 000 revolutions
per minute. That
means more stopping
power on chips and
pitches. Some balls
with ionomer covers
reached urethane-
cover spin, but they
weren’t as consistent.
But playing short

shots with maximum
spin might not be
that important to you.
According to a Golf
Datatech survey, only
7 percent of golfers
said spin was a priority.
Then again, you might
not know what you’re
missing.

about urethane

SRIXON

AD333 TOUR                  

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

R35  Its sot  core is 
designed to provide 
golfers with average swing 
speeds more control 
because the ball is easier 
to compress for less spin 
on full shots. The sot  
urethane cover features 
a new version of Srixon’s 
high-friction coating for 
maximum spin on the 
shortest shots. 

TITLEIST

VELOCITY                  

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★    

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★

R35  The update to this 
popular distance-focused 
two-piece design features 
a lower-compression 
core for a sot er feel and a 
fi rmer cover for more initial 
speed and higher fl ight on 
full shots. Colour options 
include pink, orange and 
two kinds of white. 

VOLVIK

VIVID LITE                  

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★    

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★

R46 The latest in Volvik’s 
colour-fi lled lineup of matte-
fi nished balls features a 
dual core interior. The fi rmer 
centre and sot er outer core 
work together to increase 
energy transfer (more 
distance) for middle- to 
high-handicap players while 
providing a sot  feel. 

WILSON STAFF

DUO SOFT SPIN                   

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★    

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ ½ 

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★

R30  This sot er-feeling 
distance ball uses an ultra-
low compression core. How 
low? It’s so sot  it measures 
as a negative number. That 
leads to low spin off  the 
driver for a straighter fl ight. 
Meanwhile, the sot  mantle 
and fi rm cover help short-
iron shots spin more.

CALLAWAY

SUPERSOFT                   

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ 

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

R28  It features Callaway’s 
lowest compression to 
reduce spin. 

PINNACLE

SOFT             

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★

R20  How sot ? It’s the 
lowest-compression 
Pinnacle core ever. 

WILSON STAFF

DUO SOFT              

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ½   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

R25 The sot  core and 
mid-fi rm cover off er 
distance and low spin. 

SRIXON

AD333                          

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION   ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★  ½

R28  A cover coating adds 
friction for more spin on 
wedge shots. 

TAYLORMADE

PROJECT (S)                   

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★  ½

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ½

R25  A sot , fl exible 
mantle layer keys distance 
and better feel. 

TITLEIST

DT TRUSOFT                   

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★    

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★  ½

R30  The large core and 
fl exible cover optimise spin 
on all shots.

TAYLORMADE

PROJECT (A)                    

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ½

R40  The update to this 
average-golfer-friendly, 
urethane-cover ball 
includes ideas taken from 
the company’s tour-played 
TP5. This includes a fi rm 
mantle layer for more 
energy transfer and better 
greenside spin, and the 
same dimple pattern to 
power a higher fl ight.

TITLEIST

TOUR SOFT                         

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★ ½   

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ 

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ½ 

R45  The extra-large 
core for this two-piece 
model fuels distance on 
all shots, but it does so 
with low compression for 
less spin, higher fl ight and 
sot  feel. That large core 
means the ionomer cover 
is unusually thin to provide 
shot-stopping control on 
full wedge shots. 

CALLAWAY

SUPERHOT                   

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★    

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ 

FEEL   ★ ★ ★  ½

R35  If you think the 
Superhot’s 15-ball pack 
and multiple colours 
scream distance, you’d 
be right. The three-piece 
ball’s core and mantle 
layer provide the energy, 
and the hexagonal 
dimples enhance the 
aerodynamics. All that 
said, the sot  cover helps 
with spin and feel. 

SRIXON

SOFT FEEL                   

PERFORMANCE  ★ ★ ★ ★    

INNOVATION  ★ ★ ★ ★ 

FEEL   ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

R25  The core is sot  but 
resilient. A thin cover adds 
feel. 
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▶ You want the best things in golf; we want the best things in golf. 

Here you’ll find the best of the best of the Golf Digest Editors’ 

Choice Awards. ▶ We all love gear, and this year’s winners offer 

everything from bags and training aids to the latest technology in 

swing and game analysers. ▶ We’ve also got you covered on health 

and fitness, and beyond that, apps, drones and even “recovery 

sleepwear,” which is now a thing.   ▶ Online, there’s plenty more: 

a total of 297 winners in 42 categories, including resorts, teaching 

academies, club shippers, cruises and fashion, plus food and drink 

to get you through your round. We’ll even teach you the keys to a 

good golf cigar. Get it all by visiting golfdigest.com/best-in-golf. 

EDITORS’

CHOICE

BEST I
N 

GO
LF

 •
 B

ES
T 

IN
 G

OL
F •

 BEST IN GOLF • BEST IN
 GOLF • BEST IN GOLF

2018

 

club transport 

▶ Second only to the regular 

tee time, the golf cart is 

probably the most reli-

able part of the game. But 

transporting your clubs 

is far more than a choice 

between electric or petrol. 

Those wishing to ride want 

goodies such as USB ports 

to power up their phones, 

quality speakers to play 

music, and GPS systems to 

help with distances. This 

is in addition to standard-

issue elements that make 

up a good golf cart, namely 

a suspension system that 

doesn’t make you feel like 

you’re riding over moguls, 

a steering wheel you don’t 

have to wrestle, and comfy 

seats. We also want well-

positioned holders for divot 

mix and a windshield that’s 

easy to put up or take down. 

For petrol carts, a quiet  

ride with no noisy, smelly 

backfires is a must. Our 

choices in Club Transport 

check all those boxes and  

a few others. 

▶ electric carts  

Club Car Tempo Connect 

with Shark Experience

▶ petrol carts  

Yamaha Drive2 QuieTech EFI

▶ luxury carts  

Streetrod Vintage/Lux

▶ alternative  

Phat Scooter Phatty HD/

Sport HD



▶ Here’s an alternative: Streetrod’s LUXmodel is fully customisable.

    o u r  c o m p l e t e  g u i d e  t o  t h e  g o l f  l i f e s t y l e
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▶ Oakley’s Prizm Dark filters light 

for stronger visual contrast.

raingear

▶ Galvin Green reigns in raingear. 

Each design is intelligently 

crat ed to ensure the technology 

doesn’t add weight, hinder 

the swing or create further 

discomfort. Typically this 

category off ers a heavy-duty 

and a lightweight option, but 

this year the Galvin Green Alon 

jacket off ered the ultimate 

combination of rain coverage 

and wearability. The shell of the 

Alon jacket is tightly knit so it’s 

sot er and quieter. Underneath, 

the Gore-Tex membrane 

provides total waterproofi ng 

and wind protection. The C-Knit 

backer inside, a new Gore-Tex 

technology, makes it lightweight 

and breathable while minimizing 

friction. The Axel pant uses 

the same Gore-Tex fabric with 

C-Knit backer, so they’ll slide 

over garments with ease. They’re 

designed to release excess heat 

and moisture from the inside 

while blocking any additional wa-

ter from the outside. These pieces

are made to last, so don’t let the 

prices scare you off . 

▶  full-zip jacket Galvin Green Alon

(Gore-Tex C-Knit)

▶ pant Galvin Green Axel (Gore-Tex 

C-Knit)

eyewear

▶ Not just any pair of golf 

eyewear will suffi  ce. Most 

quality shades have the 

standard UVA/UVB protec-

tion, comfortable face grips 

and a stylish design, but they 

lack golf-specifi c lens colour 

and shape. Brown- or amber-

tinted lenses off er better 

visual acuity on the course, 

and longer, frameless styles 

provide uninhibited views as 

you swing. Oakley’s Prizm 

lens technology remains the 

best in golf. The newest itera-

tion, Prizm Dark, is optimised

for especially sunny days. 

The light filtering is more 

precise for stronger visual 

contrast. Newcomer Electric 

knows how to make a stylish 

pair of sunglasses that will 

stand the test of the sunni-

est rounds. The Knoxville Pro 

frame is made with Grila-

mid, a material known for 

its extremely high bending 

strength. It adds durability 

without any extra weight. 

They’re anti-slip, comfortable

and frameless for a barely-

there feel. The OHM grey 

lens’ focus is superior clarity 

and depth, but they’re also 

great for daily use. 

▶ golf performance 

Oakley Prizm Dark 

(Targetline Frame)

▶ sport/casual 

Electric Knoxville Pro (Matte 

Black with OHM Grey Lens)

bags

▶ Golf bags used to be so 

easy to understand – it 

was a cart or carry bag, 

and that was pretty much it. 

Today, there are a number of 

sub-categories designed to 

address the needs of pretty 

much any golfer. One thing 

our 13 Editors’ Choice bags 

(spread over six categories) 

have in common, however, is 

practicality for the segment 

of golfer they were intended 

for. A new category this year: 

Waterproof.

▶ lightweight/ultra-

lightweight Callaway 

Hyper-Lite Zero (2018) 

Sun Mountain 2.5+

▶ carry 

Ogio Cirrus (2018) 

Ping Hoofer (2018) 

Sun Mountain 4.5LS 

Supercharged

▶ cart Sun Mountain C-130 

Supercharged

▶ hybrid 

Callaway Fusion 14

Datrek Go Lite

▶ standless/sunday 

Jones Golf Utility Rover 

▶ waterproof 

Callaway Hyper Dry Cart 

Ping Hoofer Monsoon 

Sun Mountain H2NO Lite

Titleist 4UP StaDry

 

pushcarts

▶ If you’re unfamiliar with 

the Big Max brand, it’s likely 

because you didn’t grow up 

playing golf in Europe. The 

Blade IP, its newest pushcart, 

features the fourth gen-

eration of Big Max’s fl atfold 

technology. Aptly named, 

because you’ll see that these 

pushcarts really do fold down 

fl at, to a slim 13 centimetres 

high. Sun Mountain’s newest 

pushcart was built for ease of 

use – the opening and closing 

of just one latch is required to 

fold and unfold the Path-

fi nder 3. Bungee cords are 

positioned to secure your 

bag to the cart, and the sup-

ports that the bungees are 

attached to are adjustable so 

you can fi t a wide range 

of diff erent-size bags. 

▶ Big Max Blade IP

▶ Sun Mountain Pathfi nder 3
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▶ Galvin Green’s Alon jacket is soft – no more 

swishing sounds during your swing.



drones

▶ DJI is the dominant force 

in the drone market for a 

reason. Its birds are well-

executed and user-friendly, 

and the Phantom 4 Pro is the 

latest and best iteration of 

the company’s mainstream 

drone. It’ll fl y for a half-hour 

approaching 80kph, and you 

can send it more than six 

kilometres away. The 4k video 

it produces from the onboard

camera looks like something

you’d see in a documentary.

The Spark is the Phantom’s

smaller cousin, just over

one third the size. It’ll fly for

about 15 minutes to a range

of about 1.6km and reaches

50kph with obstacle avoid-

ance and automatic stabi-

lisation for its 1080p video

camera and a high-definition

video link that lets you watch

from your smartphone.

▶ enthusiast DJI Phantom 4 Pro

▶ hobbyist DJI Spark

recovery sleepwear

▶  It’s not news that sleep is 

a crucial part of any training 

regimen, but Under Armour 

is taking that idea a step 

further with a line of recovery 

sleepwear. The pyjamas have 

a special raised print inside 

that uses your natural body 

heat to essentially create a 

non-sweaty sauna overnight. 

Far Infrared heat is refl ected 

off  the pattern to relieve 

infl ammation, ease pain and 

promote better sleep. Know 

that Patriots quarterback 

Tom Brady helped develop 

this line and swears by it. 

We’ll admit it’s pricey, but a 

single Infrared sauna session

typically starts at around the 

same price, and these won’t 

make you feel like you’re 

drowning in sweat. The piec-

es are available in a henley, 

T-shirt, short and jogger. 

▶ Under Armour Athlete 

Recovery Sleepwear

game analysers

▶ It’s time to embrace real 

game analysis that used to 

be reserved for players on 

the PGA Tour. Coupled with 

scoring, GPS capabilities and

gaming options, we suggest 

you add Arccos 360 or Game 

Golf Pro to your game.Both 

systems require you to put 

small sensors into the ends 

of your grips. What is setting 

this technology on a game-

changing path is artifi cial-

intelligence features like 

Arccos Caddie and the just-

released Game Golf Smart 

Caddie. Using your historical 

playing data and an ever-

expanding universe of other 

player and course statistics, 

your phone becomes the 

smartest caddie that has 

ever existed, giving you club 

selection and strategy guides

for every hole. The sensors 

training aids

▶ The Impact Snap gives

feedback for good (and bad)

swing motions and can make

changes in three or four

swings. The Orange Whip

Wedge uses a super-flexible

sha� and heavy head to

encourage a better sequence

of motion in the downswing.

PuttOUT Golf’s trainer is

a ramp that sits above the

green. The ramp returns the

ball the distance it would have

gone past the hole, and it

rewards a perfectly weighted

putt by snaring the ball in a

tiny depression midway up

the ramp.

▶ Impact Snap

▶ Orange Whip Wedge

▶ PuttOUT

we’ ve got you c overed on the best things in golf,

including eq uipment, tr avel , fitnes s , fashion & more .
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▶ Arccos 360 with Arccos Caddie 

picks clubs and offers strategy tips.

▶ The DJI Phantom 4 Pro can approach 80 kilometres per hour.

▶ PuttOUT’s ramp returns the ball the distance 

the putt would have gone past the hole.

in these devices continue to 

get smaller and lighter, and 

the need for carrying a phone 

in your pocket isn’t even 

required for Game Golf Pro. 

Meanwhile, Arccos 360 uses a 

high-frequency transmission 

instead of Bluetooth to 

communicate with your 

phone, so your battery life 

will be better throughout 

the round. These systems 

automatically track each shot 

and keep your score, and the 

tens of thousands course 

databases give you distances 

from anywhere on the course. 

Both systems give you a score 

for each part of your game: 

driving, approach, short game 

and putting. These devices 

also give your teacher access 

to assess your progress and 

dial in your lessons.

▶ Arccos 360 with Arccos Caddie

▶  Game Golf Pro with Smart 

Caddie
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CATED R DEALER IN SA

used s colours

orthWest got their revenge
on KwaZulu-Natal to win the
SA Country Districts crown at

home course Potchefstroom Country
Club. NorthWest edged the defending
champions 7-5 on the inal day to
complete a 100 percent record, and
make up for narrowly losing the Dewar
Challenge Shield on a games countout last
year at San Lameer.

NorthWest have had six outstanding

GolfRSA Juniors retained the Challenge Cup at Irene CC,
their fourth victory in six years.They won all ive of their
matches to i nish four points clear of University Sport and 
the GolfRSA Presidents team. Three of the eight players 
were from Southern Cape, and three from Ekurhuleni, 
one each from North West and Central Gauteng.

Junior team members dominated the MVP list, with 
Martin Vorster winning all i ve of his singles and earning 

9 out of 10 points overall, followed by Reece Haikney and
Bradley de Beer with 8, Ben van Wyk 7½, Christiaan Burke
and Casey Jarvis 7, Kian Rose 6½, and Yurav Premlall 6. 
Jarvis won all i ve of his singles.

Altin van der Merwe shone for USSA, Jordan Duminy 
for the Presidents team, Neswill Croy for Western 
Province B, Kelso Hannay for Gauteng North B, and 
Cole Stevens for Central Gauteng B.

HOME TRIUMPH FOR NORTH WEST AT COUNTRY DISTRICTS

N
years in the A section of the tournament,
winning three times (2013 Upington,
2016 Nelspruit, 2018), all under the
charge of manager Leon Bevan, and being
runners-up the other three years.This year
they beat Free State 7-5, Mpumalanga 7-5
and Limpopo 10-2, with Mpumalanga
relegated to the B section.

Four of the NW players inished
top of the MVP list, led by Herman
Anderson with 7½ points out of eight,

Christo Harms (7), Johan Krugel and 
Oliver Goldhill (6). Anderson and 
Krugel each won all four of their singles. 
The other team members were Ray 
Janse van Rensburg, Rigardt Albertse, 
Albert Britz and Aldre Terblanche.

Chris Thorpe and Thomas Lovett 
were the top performers for KZN 
with 6 points, while Graham Fabricius 
(5) won all four of his singles. KZN 
were runners-up with i ve points 
from Free State’s 4.

Mpumalanga’s team once again 
included the legendary Eddie Daniel, 
now 62 and a veteran of more than 30 
Country Districts. He earned 4 points. 
Also playing was son Gary Daniel.

Northern Cape were the surprise 
winners of the B section, winning all four 
of their matches to gain promotion for the 
i rst time in their brief history as a separate 
union from Free State. For a union having 
just 1 800 golfers, they beat EP 9-3, 
Border 10-2, Southern Cape 7-5 and 
Boland 7½-4½ in their i nal day title clash.

Unbeaten foursomes partners 
Allan Toy (Sishen) and NJ van der Walt 
(Hartswater) led the MVP list with 
7½ points, and their team-mates were 
Andries Kori (6), Nico Jacobs (5½), 
Geof rey van der Merwe (5), Drikus Gous 
(4½), Basil Nortje and Deon Kruis (4). 

JUNIORS DOMINATE ONCE AGAIN IN CHALLENGE CUP  AT IRENE

North West team, back from let , Leon Bevan (manager), Christo Harms, 

RJ van Rensburg, Albert Britz, Aldre Terblance and Johan Krugel (captain). 

Front, Rigaardt Albertse, Oliver Goldhill, and Herman Anderson.
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hristo Lamprecht, 17,
became the youngest and
first foreign winner in the

76-year history of the East of Ireland
Amateur. The GolfRSA national 
squad member shot 66-68-69-71 
for a 14-under total of 274 at County 
Louth north of Dublin. Lamprecht 
(Pinnacle Point), the youngest SA 
Amateur champion in 2017, is a 
member of the Louis57 Academy, 
and Louis Oosthuizen won the Irish 
Amateur in 2002.

Wilco Nienaber (Bloemfontein) 
lost a playoff  in the Brabazon Trophy 
(English Strokeplay) at Frilford 
Heath near Oxford, trying to 
emulate Kyle McClatchie’s 
victory in the same tournament 
in 2017. Nienaber carded 
67-71-65-69 for 16-under 272. 
Other South African winners of 
the Brabazon have been Charl 
Schwartzel (2002), Craig Rivett 
(1989), Richard Kaplan (1986) 
and Neville Sundelson (1974).

here was a victory splash
for Gauteng North team-
mates Danielle du Toit,

Lenanda van der Watt and Larissa
du Preez in the SA Women’s Team
Championship. The three held hands
and jumped into the water hazard at
Waterkloof’s 18th to celebrate winning
the title for the Daisies.

The three local Pretoria girls
went wire-to-wire in the 72-hole
championship, leading a�er each

Francois le Roux (De Zalze) has replaced Steve Williams at No 1 on the national senior rankings.
Johann Nel (Ruimsig), who turned 50 in April, won in his first outing on the senior circuit in the Vaal
Senior Open, shooting 72-71 at Maccauvlei, by three from Craig Kamps (Bryanston). Fancourt Links
member Stanley de Beer won the Fancourt Senior Open with 71-74, by one from Johan Marais, Jock
Wellington and Bruno van Eck, while Donny Smith (Mossel Bay) claimed the Southern Cape Senior
Open with 72-70 at George, by one from Williams (Modderfontein 69-74). Ruan Botha (Randpark)
won the Southern Cape Mid-Am with 70-68 at Mossel Bay, by three from Gerlou Roux (Bellville 71-70).

DAISIESMAKE
A SPLASH AT
WATERKLOOF

CHRISTOWINS IN IRELAND

C

T

round, to post a total of three-over
579 and triumph by seven shots
from Ekurhuleni. Du Toit, from
Pretoria CC, birdied the last hole
to share individual honours on
291 with Serengeti’s Caitlyn
Macnab, a member of the Ekurhuleni
team along with Casandra Hall (297)
and Sarah Bouch (300).

“A�er the third round we
made a pact to jump in the pond like
the ANA Inspiration winner jumps
into Poppy’s Pond,” said Du Toit, 19,
ranked No 4 in South Africa. “It felt
great to tap in the last putt for the win,
but making that jump with Lenanda
and Larissa was the best feeling ever.

LE ROUX IS NEW SENIOR NO 1

I hope Waterkloof names that pond 
a� er the Daisies.”

Du Preez, 22, had one of her 
best performances to fi nish third 
individual on 295, and Akasia 
clubmate Van der Watt, 20, fi nished 
in the top 10. It had been fi ve years 
since the Daisies last won the Swiss 
Team Trophy, at Maccauvlei in 2013, 
when their A and B teams fi nished 
1-2. They won four years in a row 
from 2010 to 2013.

The Daisies got off to a superb
start, with Du Toit shooting 67 and
Du Preez 71 the first round to give
them a 5-shot lead over Ekurhuleni.
The Gauteng A and B teams finished
third and fourth overall ahead of
Western Province.

Kajal Mistry was fourth
individual on 296, one ahead
of Hall and 13-year-old Kiera
Floyd, who led Ekurhuleni B to
victory in the Challenge Trophy.

Gauteng North team members, from let , Lenanda van der Watt, Danielle 

du Toit and Larissa du Preez, with WGSA vice-president Sarah Braude.

Taking a victory leap into the 18th hole 

pond at Waterkloof Golf Club.
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When Tom Watson  
ruled the Open

Closeout

T
OM WATSON, Carnoustie Golf 
Links, July 13, 1975. He’s just  
of the course, having won the 

irst of his ive Open Championships, 
this one by a stroke over Jack Newton 
in an 18-hole playof. The unruly hair, 
wing-collar shirt and tweed driving 
cap convey a golf-irst purity. In his 
face, there’s pride and satisfaction.  
The golf he’d played was a coming-out 
party for the Watson imprimaturs  
he became known for. It included a 
20-footer for birdie, struck frightfully 
irm, to tie on the inal hole of 
regulation. In the playof, he chipped 
in for eagle on the 14th to take the 
lead by a stroke. At 25, Watson already 
had a game that was powerful, creative 
and adaptable to any condition.  
Other Watson signatures took hold 
that week. He played briskly, chased 
after bad bounces, grinned throughout 
a cold Sunday downpour and insisted 
that Newton join him in clutching  
the claret jug. Golf never had a  
better sportsman, and only a few 
played it better. —GUY YOCOM
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